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 THE ASCENSION of the LORD 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

An Important Message from 
Padre 

 

OPENING RITES 
 

OPENING HYMN 

A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing 

 

Verse I 

A hymn of glory let us sing! New 
songs throughout the world shall 
ring: Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ, by 

a road before us trod, Ascends 
unto the throne of God. Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Alleluia! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ZQH0ymxg18&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ZQH0ymxg18&feature=emb_title
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Verse II 

"You see him now ascending high 
Up to the portals of the sky." 
Alleluia! Alleluia! "Hereafter 

Jesus you shall see Returning in 
great majesty." Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

Verse III 

O Lord, our homeward pathway 
bend, That our unwearied hearts 
ascend, Alleluia! Alleluia! Where, 

seated on your Father's throne, 
You reign as King of Kings alone. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 



Presider: In the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

All Reply: Amen. 

Presider: Christ is risen! 

All Reply: Christ is truly risen! 
Alleluia!  

  

 

INTRODUCTION to the DAY and 
OPENING PRAYER 

  

Presider:  

“God mounts his throne amidst 
shouts of joy,” the psalmist says 
today. Today, we celebrate that 
Jesus rose from the dead and 



ascended to heaven to take his 
place at the right hand of God the 
Father. What does that mean for 
us still here on earth? Have we 
been left alone? Indeed, Jesus 
reminds us “I am with you 
always, even to the end of the 
age.”  More importantly, Jesus has 
commissioned us to take charge 
of the example of teaching, 
preaching, and service he gave 
throughout his ministry. Though 
Jesus took his resurrected body to 
heaven, he left the Holy Spirit 
with us to be a constant presence. 
Grateful for the gift of the spirit 
as we labor to live out Jesus’ great 
commission, we sing our glory to 
God. 

 



Glory to God 

Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace to people of good 
will.  

We praise you, we bless you, we 
adore you, we glorify you, we 
give you thanks for your great 
glory,  

Lord God, heavenly King, O God, 
almighty Father.  

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten 
Son,  

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of 
the Father, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the 
world, receive our prayer; you 
are seated at the right hand of the 

https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/glory-to-god/s-NFnfuaE1xJa?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/feast-of-the-ascension
https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/glory-to-god/s-NFnfuaE1xJa?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/feast-of-the-ascension


Father, have mercy on us.  

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, you alone 
are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory 
of God the Father. Amen. 

 

 

Presider:  

Let us pray… (all pause and pray 
silently for a moment) 
  

Gladden us with holy joys, 
almighty God, and make us 
rejoice with devout thanksgiving, 
for the Ascension of Christ your 
Son is our exaltation, and where 



Christ has gone before in glory, 
the Church  is called to follow in 
hope. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who  lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever.  

  

  

 All Reply: Amen. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

FIRST READING 

Acts 1:1-11 

Lector:   

A reading from the Acts of the 
Apostles: 

In the first book, Theophilus, I 
dealt with all that Jesus did and 
taught until the day he was taken 
up, after giving instructions 
through the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles whom he had chosen. 
He presented himself alive to 
them by many proofs after he had 
suffered, appearing to them 
during forty days and speaking 
about the kingdom of God. While 
meeting with them, he enjoined 



them not to depart from 
Jerusalem, but to wait for “the 
promise of the Father about 
which you have heard me speak; 
for John baptized with water, 
but in a few days you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 

When they had gathered together 
they asked him, “Lord, are you at 
this time going to restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” He answered 
them, “It is not for you to know 
the times or seasons that the 
Father has established by his own 
authority. But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit 
comes upon you, and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
throughout Judea and Samaria, 



and to the ends of the earth.” 
When he had said this, as they 
were looking on, he was lifted up, 
and a cloud took him from their 
sight. While they were looking 
intently at the sky as he was 
going, suddenly two men dressed 
in white garments stood beside 
them. They said, “Men of Galilee, 
why are you standing there 
looking at the sky? This Jesus 
who has been taken up from you 
into heaven will return in the 
same way as you have seen him 
going into heaven.”  

  

  

The Word of the Lord.  

All Reply: Thanks be to God.  



 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

Psalm 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 

The Responsorial Psalm may either be sung 
using the music playlist or read, lead by a 

Lector, with all others replying. 
 

Lector: God mounts his throne to 
shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets 
for the Lord. 

All Reply: God mounts his 
throne to shouts of joy: a blare 
of trumpets for the Lord. 
  

Lector:  All peoples, clap your 
hands. Cry to God with shouts of 
joy! For the Lord, the Most High, 
is awesome, the great king over 
all the earth. 

https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/responsorial-psalm-god-mounts?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/feast-of-the-ascension
https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/responsorial-psalm-god-mounts?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/feast-of-the-ascension


All Reply: God mounts his 
throne to shouts of joy: a blare 
of trumpets for the Lord. 

 

Lector: God goes up with shouts 
of joy. The Lord goes up with 
trumpet blast. Sing praise for 
God; sing praise! Sing praise to 
our king; sing praise! 
 

All Reply: God mounts his 
throne to shouts of joy: a blare 
of trumpets for the Lord. 
  

Lector: God is king of all the 
earth. Sing praise with all your 
skill.  God reigns over the nations. 
God sits upon his holy throne. 



All Reply: God mounts his 
throne to shouts of joy: a blare 
of trumpets for the Lord. 
  

 

SECOND READING 

Ephesians 1:17-23 

  Lector:   

A reading from the letter of Saint 
Paul to the Ephesians: 

Brothers and sisters: 
May the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of glory, give 
you a Spirit of wisdom and 
revelation resulting in knowledge 
of him. May the eyes of your 
hearts be enlightened, that you 
may know what is the hope that 



belongs to his call, what are the 
riches of glory in his inheritance 
among the holy ones, and what is 
the surpassing greatness of his 
power for us who believe, in 
accord with the exercise of his 
great might, which he worked in 
Christ, raising him from the dead 
and seating him at his right hand 
in the heavens, far above every 
principality, authority, power, 
and dominion, and every name 
that is named not only in this age 
but also in the one to come. And 
he put all things beneath his feet 
and gave him as head over all 
things to the church, which is his 
body, the fullness of the one who 
fills all things in every way.  



The Word of the Lord. 

 All Reply: Thanks be to God.  

  

 

GOSPEL 

Matthew 28:16-20 

Presider:  

A reading from the Holy Gospel 
according to Saint Matthew. 

 

The eleven disciples went to 
Galilee, to the mountain to which 
Jesus had ordered them. When 
they saw him, they worshiped, 
but they doubted. Then Jesus 
approached and said to them, 
“All power in heaven and on 



earth has been given to me. Go, 
therefore, and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you. And 
behold, I am with you always, 
until the end of the age.”  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

All Reply:  

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

  

 

 

 



 

HOMILY 

For the homily, you may listen to this 
homily from Fr. Bob or the presider may 

preach their own homily based on the 
readings. After the homily, you may wish 

to spend a few moments speaking with each 
other about the readings and how they 

apply to your life.  

Children should be especially encouraged to 
share what they have learned from the 

Word of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5CnHAaVjyMo&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5CnHAaVjyMo&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5CnHAaVjyMo&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5CnHAaVjyMo&feature=emb_title


 

UNIVERSAL PRAYER 

All stand for the Universal Prayer. 

 
Presider:  Jesus has 
commissioned us to serve, 
preach, and teach in his name. 
Aware of our mission, let us 
present the needs of our 
community to God. 

 
 

Lector:  That as God’s holy 
Church, empowered by the Holy 
Spirit, we may fulfill the mission 
given by Jesus to carry the Good 
News to the ends of the earth.  
We pray to the Lord: 



All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our 
prayer.  
 

Lector:  That through the power 
of Christ’s resurrection and 
ascension, nations may rise above 
all that dices them with goals of 
peace throughout the world.     
We pray to the Lord: 
 

All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our 
prayer.  
  

Lector:  That those suffering 
devastating loss due to the 
coronavirus may find new hope 
and strength through the 
compassion and outreach of 
others. We pray to the Lord: 



All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our 
prayer.  
 
Lector: That the lives and sacrifice 
of all veterans of war may be 
remembered with gratitude this 
Memorial Day Weekend. We 
pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our 
prayer.  
 

 

Lector: That all who have died 
this past week may enjoy the 
fullness of salvation with our 
Lord. We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our 
prayer.  
 



Lector: That Bob Chew, Dale and 
Dorothy Fancher, Richard and 
Rita Kin, Melvine Nagy, and Kyle 
Rzepka, remembered in a special 
way in our  prayer today, may life 
forever in God’s love. We pray to 
the Lord: 

All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our 
prayer.  
 
Lector: For the parish 
communities, remembered in a 
special way in our prayer today, 
may be a sign of God’s abiding 
presence. We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our 
prayer.  
 
 



At this time, the presider may wish to 
invite all those gathered to offer their own 

prayer intentions. 

 
Presider:   
Lord Jesus, your Ascension calls 
us see the things of heaven in our 
day-to-day service of others. 
Teach us to bring your presence 
and speak your Good News to all 
we meet and serve. Grant this 
and all our prayers through the 
Holy Spirit.  

  

All Reply:  Amen. 
 
 
 
 



   

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Presider:   

At the Savior’s command and 
formed by divine teaching, we 
dare to say: 
All :    
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed by thy name; Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread, and 
for forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass 
against us; And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. 



 
Presider:  
Deliver us, Lord we pray, from 
every evil, Grant peace in our 
days, and protect us from all 
anxiety as we await the joyful 
hope of the coming of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ. 
  

 

All:   
For the kingdom, the power and 
the glory are yours, now and for 
ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 



 

ACT of SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

  

All: 

My Jesus, I believe that You are 
truly present in the Most Holy 
Sacrament. I love You above all 
things and I desire to receive 
You into my soul. Since I cannot 
at this moment receive You 
sacramentally, come at least 
spiritually into my heart. I 
embrace You as if You were 
already there and unite myself 
wholly to You. Never permit me 
to be separated from You.       
Amen 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lunjvi2_Xms&feature=youtu.be


  

THE CONCLUDING PRAYER and 

FINAL BLESSING 
 

 Presider: Let us pray… (all 
pause and pray silently for a 
moment) 

Almighty ever-living God, who 
restore us to eternal life in the 
Resurrection of Christ, increase in 
us, we pray, the fruit of the 
Paschal Mystery and pour into 
our hearts the strength of the 
Holy Spirit. Through Christ our 
Lord. 

All Reply:  Amen. 
 
 



Presider:   
Let us bless the Lord. 
(all make the Sign of the Cross) 
All Reply:  Thanks be to God.  

  
CONCLUDING HYMN 

Lord, You Give the Great 
Commission 

Verse I 

Lord, you give the great 
commission: "Heal the sick and 

preach the word." Lest the 
Church neglect its mission, And 
the Gospel go un-heard, Help us 

witness to your purpose With 
renewed integrity; With the 

Spirit's gifts empow'r us For the 
work of ministry. 

https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/concluding-hymn-lord-you-give?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/feast-of-the-ascension
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Verse II 

Lord, you call us to your service: 
"In my name baptize and teach." 
That the world may trust your 

promise, Life abundant meant for 
each, Give us all new fervor, 

draw us Closer in community; 
With the Spirit's gifts empow'r us 

For the work of ministry. 
 

Verse III 

Lord, you bless with words 
assuring; "I am with you to the 
end." Faith and hope and love 

restoring, May we serve as you 
intend, And, amid the cares that 
claim us, Hold in mind eternity; 

With the Spirit's gifts empow'r us 
For the work of ministry. 


