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Jesus reminds his disciples that “where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I with 

them.” (Matthew 18:20). The Second Vatican Council also reminds us that Christ “is present in His 

word, since it is He Himself who speaks when the Holy Scriptures are read.” (Sacrosanctum concili-

um, 7). During these days when the health of our communities demands a period of social distanc-

ing, we must remain in strong spiritual communion. We encourage families to celebrate the Sunday 

Liturgy of the Word together with prayer and singing, with readings of the Word of God, and with 

preaching. We pray the Word of God may help nourish you in these days and for a safe return to 

our communal celebration of the Eucharistic Banquet.  

 

The Ministers for the Liturgy of the Word: 

As Baptized members of the Church, we all share in Christ’s priesthood. Any baptized Christian—

woman, man, child, adult—may serve in any of these ministerial roles. We encourage all members 

of the family to take ministerial roles.  
 

Presider: The presider for the Liturgy of the Word leads the prayers for all those who are gathered 

and reads the Gospel. The presider may also choose to preach or share a short reflection on the read-

ings for the day. A homily from Padre Bob is also provided.  
 

Lectors: Lectors proclaim the Word of God. You will need at least one lector to read the readings 

and the Prayers of the Faithful. You may wish to have each reading and the Prayers of the Faithful 

read by a different lector. If possible, the lectors should use a family Bible for the readings. We      

recommend using a bookmark to mark the First Reading, Second Reading, and the Gospel. You 

should read the Responsorial Psalm from this worship guide or sing the Responsorial Psalm using 

the music playlist provided.  
 

Celebrating the Liturgy of the Word: 

Postures: Your postures (sitting and standing) may parallel the Liturgy of the Word at Mass, but 

you should feel free to make adaptations that best suit your family.  
 

Music: Sunday is the Lord’s Day, and the Psalms remind us that “All that have life and breath, 

praise the Lord!” (Psalm 150:6) We have provided music selections that may be sung throughout the 

Liturgy of the Word.  
 

Arranging your home for the Liturgy of the Word: There are many ways you may set up your 

home for the Liturgy of the Word. You can set up a place of prominence where the readings will be 

read, or your family can all gather together in a circle in the living room. The most important thing 

is that you are arranged so that you can interact in prayer. 
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Announcements 

An Important Message from Padre 

 

 

Opening Rites 

All stand and sing the opening hymn. 

Opening Hymn A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing! 

 

  

  

  

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presider: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All Reply: Amen. 

Presider: Christ is risen! 

All Reply: Christ is truly risen! Alleluia!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ZQH0ymxg18&feature=emb_title
https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/opening-hymn-a-hymn-of-glory?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/feast-of-the-ascension
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Introduction to the Day and Opening Prayer 

 

Presider: “God mounts his throne amidst shouts of joy,” the psalmist says today. 

 Today, we celebrate that Jesus rose from the dead and ascended to  

 heaven to take his place at the right hand of God the Father. What does 

 that mean for us still here on earth? Have we been left alone? Indeed,  

 Jesus reminds us “I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 

 More importantly, Jesus has commissioned us to take charge of the  

 example of teaching, preaching, and service he gave throughout his  

 ministry. Though Jesus took his resurrected body to heaven, he left the 

 Holy Spirit with us to be a constant presence. Grateful for the gift of the 

 spirit as we labor to live out Jesus’ great commission, we sing our glory 

 to God. 

  

Glory to God 

  

https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/glory-to-god/s-NFnfuaE1xJa?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/feast-of-the-ascension
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Presider: Let us pray… (all pause and pray silently for a moment) 
  

 Gladden us with holy joys, almighty God, and make us rejoice with  

 devout thanksgiving, for the Ascension of Christ your Son is our  

 exaltation, and where Christ has gone before in glory, the Church  is 

 called to follow in hope. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 

 lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for  

 ever and ever.  
 

All Reply: Amen. 

 

All are seated for the readings from Sacred Scripture. 
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First Reading Acts 1:1-11 

 

Lector:  A reading from the Acts of the Apostles: 

 In the first book, Theophilus, 

 I dealt with all that Jesus did and taught until the day he was taken up, 

 after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit 

 to the apostles whom he had chosen. 

 He presented himself alive to them by many proofs after he had suffered, 

 appearing to them during forty days 

 and speaking about the kingdom of God. While meeting with them, 

 he enjoined them not to depart from Jerusalem, 

 but to wait for “the promise of the Father 

 about which you have heard me speak; 

 for John baptized with water, 

 but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 

 When they had gathered together they asked him, 

 “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

 He answered them, “It is not for you to know the times or seasons 

 that the Father has established by his own authority. 

 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, 

 and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 

 throughout Judea and Samaria, 

 and to the ends of the earth.” 

 When he had said this, as they were looking on, 

 he was lifted up, and a cloud took him from their sight. 

 While they were looking intently at the sky as he was going, 

 suddenly two men dressed in white garments stood beside them. 

 They said, “Men of Galilee, 

 why are you standing there looking at the sky? 

 This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven 

 will return in the same way as you have seen him going into heaven.”  

  The Word of the Lord. 

 

All Reply: Thanks be to God.  
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Responsorial Psalm Psalm 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 
 

The Responsorial Psalm may either be sung using the music playlist or read, lead by a Lector,  

with all others replying.  

 

 

 

 

 

Lector: God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 

All Reply: God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 

 

Lector:  All peoples, clap your hands. Cry to God with shouts of joy!  

 For the Lord, the Most High, is awesome, the great king over all the earth. 

 

All Reply: God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 

 

Lector: God goes up with shouts of joy. The Lord goes up with trumpet blast. 

 Sing praise for God; sing praise! Sing praise to our king; sing praise! 

 

All Reply: God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 

 

Lector:  God is king of all the earth. Sing praise with all your skill.  

 God reigns over the nations. God sits upon his holy throne. 

 

All Reply: God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 

 

 

https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/responsorial-psalm-god-mounts?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/feast-of-the-ascension
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Second Reading Ephesians 1:17-23 

 

Lector:  A reading from the letter of Saint Paul to the Ephesians: 

 Brothers and sisters: 

 May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 

 give you a Spirit of wisdom and revelation 

 resulting in knowledge of him. 

 May the eyes of your hearts be enlightened, 

 that you may know what is the hope that belongs to his call, 

 what are the riches of glory 

 in his inheritance among the holy ones, 

 and what is the surpassing greatness of his power 

 for us who believe, in accord with the exercise of his great might, 

 which he worked in Christ, raising him from the dead 

 and seating him at his right hand in the heavens, 

 far above every principality, authority, power, and dominion, 

 and every name that is named 

 not only in this age but also in the one to come. 

 And he put all things beneath his feet 

 and gave him as head over all things to the church, 

 which is his body, the fullness of the one who fills all things in every way. 

  

 The Word of the Lord. 

 

All Reply: Thanks be to God.  

 

All stand for the proclamation of the Gospel. 

The Gospel Acclamation is either sung or omitted. 
 

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 28:19A, 20B 

  

 

 

Go and teach all nations, says the Lord; I am with you always, until the end of time. 

https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/gospel-acclamation-ascension?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/feast-of-the-ascension
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Gospel    Matthew 28:16-20 

 

Presider:  A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew: 

 The eleven disciples went to Galilee, 

 to the mountain to which Jesus had ordered them. 

 When they saw him, they worshiped, but they doubted. 

 Then Jesus approached and said to them, 

 “All power in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 

 Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, 

 baptizing them in the name of the Father, 

 and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 

 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 

 And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age.”   

  

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

All Reply: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

All are seated for the homily. 

 

 

Homily   
  

For the homily, you may read or listen to Fr. Bob’s homily, or the presider may preach a homily based on the 

readings for the day. After the homily, you may wish to spend a few moments speaking with each other about 

the readings and how they apply to your life.        

Children should be especially encouraged to share what they have learned from the Word of God. 

 

Jesus would always be present to them spiritually, they understood that from this 

point on they would not be able to see him as they did during his ministry and after 

his resurrection. Things had changed. Jesus would no longer be physically present to 

them. So they stood looking up to the sky, looking for what they had lost. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5CnHAaVjyMo&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5CnHAaVjyMo&feature=emb_title
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The Liturgy of the Word on this feast day of the Ascension gives us two accounts of 

the Ascension – one from the Acts of the Apostles and the other from Matthew’s    

Gospel. Both accounts end with Jesus giving the Apostles a commission. In Matthew’s 

Gospel, Jesus tells the apostles: “Go therefore, and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with 

you always, until the end of the age.” Jesus’ physical presence with the Apostles was 

coming to an end. He was returning to the Father and he wanted them to continue the 

work He had begun. Go! Teach! Proclaim my message by word and example. And 

don’t worry! I will be with you always.   

In the account of the Ascension from the Acts of the Apostles, a very similar           

commission was given to the Apostles. “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit 

comes upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” These were some of the first words of Jesus 

recorded in the Acts of the Apostles. We are told that when he finished speaking these 

words “he was lifted up, and a cloud took him from their sight.”  

There the apostles stood “looking intently at the sky as Jesus was lifted up.” That 

had to be a very difficult and emotional moment for them. After all, these men had  

experienced so much over the past three years with Jesus. They had sacrificed         

precious time with their families in order to follow Jesus on his journeys. Some had 

chosen to leave their work behind. They had traveled a great deal, listened to Jesus as 

he taught, witnessed many miracles, experienced opposition from the enemies of     

Jesus and had witnessed the terrible death of this man called Jesus. They felt the      

unexpected joy of seeing the resurrected Jesus alive and broke bread with him. Now, 

he was going away! All that they could do now was look up and wonder, now what? 

 It is no wonder that they stood there looking up as Jesus ascended above them. They 

had to feel inadequate to do what they were commissioned to do. But there was the 

promise! “Behold, I am with you always, until the end of the ages.”  

To begin a new phase in life can be frightening. It certainly was for the apostles. “Men 

of Galilee, why do you stand there looking up at the sky?” Although they knew that  
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We can all relate to “things have changed.” I can imagine we have often over the past 

three months “looked up at the sky” and have reflected upon all the things we once 

took for granted and now we have lost because of the ways the pandemic has 

changed our lives. Things once dear to us - like regular church services, family      

gatherings,  hanging out with friends at school, graduation celebrations, proms,      

eating out with families and friends and lakeside gatherings - have been suspended 

out of concerns for health. But when something that is dear to us is taken away from 

us, then we, like the Apostles, are inclined to look up, fixating on what we once had, 

but is for the time being no longer ours. I would encourage us all to reflect on the 

words of the angel found in the first reading: “This Jesus who has been taken up to 

heaven will return again in the same way that you saw him go.” The angels do not 

dispute the fact that Jesus has left. But they promise the disciples that He will come to 

them again in a new way. In other words, when one good thing is taken away,         

another good thing will be given. We need to open our eyes to see the next good 

thing, the next blessing that is possible in our lives.  

That blessing might be a deeper and more meaningful appreciation for the celebration 

of the Eucharist. It might be a greater appreciation for more family time together. It 

might mean a slowing down from the hectic pace of life that often drags us down and 

wears us out. It might mean a greater appreciation for the discipline and learning at 

school. It might mean having a greater respect for doctors, nurses, and first respond-

ers. It might mean a new way of appreciating all that we have been blessed with. It 

does no good to think over and over, “I wish things were the way they used to be.” 

Rather, let’s look forward to how things can be better in my life because of this        

unexpected journey. The way forward is to believe that there are new ways to live, 

new paths to joy, and new relationships with our faith and community. 

When one good thing is taken away, another good thing will be given. The Scriptures 

today challenge us to believe this message of the angel. That message reminds us not 

to stand looking up into the sky, looking at what we have lost. If our eyes are always 

looking to the past, we will not be able to see the next good thing that God is           

preparing for us now. 
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 Universal Prayer 

All stand for the Universal Prayer. 

 

Presider:  Jesus has commissioned us to serve, preach, and teach in his name.  

  Aware of our mission, let us present the needs of our community to God. 
 

Lector:  That as God’s holy Church, empowered by the Holy Spirit, we may fulfill 

  the mission given by Jesus to carry the Good News to the ends of the  

  earth. We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our prayer.   

 

Lector:  That through the power of Christ’s resurrection and ascension, nations 

  may rise above all that dices them with goals of peace throughout the 

  world. We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our prayer.   
 

Lector:  That those suffering devastating loss due to the coronavirus may find new 

  hope and strength through the compassion and outreach of others.  

  We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our prayer.   
 

Lector:  That the lives and sacrifice of all veterans of war may be remembered with 

  gratitude this Memorial Day Weekend. We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our prayer.   
 

Lector:  That all who have died this past week may enjoy the fullness of salvation 

  with our Lord. We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

Lector:  That Bob Chew, Dale and Dorothy Fancher, Richard and Rita Kin,  

  Melvine Nagy, and Kyle Rzepka, remembered in a special way in our 

  prayer today, may life forever in God’s love. We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our prayer.  
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Lector:  For the parish communities, remembered in a special way in our prayer 

  today, may be a sign of God’s abiding presence. We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

At this time, the presider may wish to invite all those gathered to offer their own prayer intentions. 

 

Presider:  Lord Jesus, your Ascension calls us see the things of heaven in our day-to-

  day service of others. Teach us to bring your presence and speak your 

  Good News to all we meet and serve. Grant this and all our prayers  

  through the Holy Spirit.  

All Reply:  Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Presider:  At the Savior’s command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say: 

 

All :   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name; 

  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread, and for forgive us our trespasses, 

  As we forgive those who trespass against us; 

  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 

Presider: Deliver us, Lord we pray, from every evil, 

  Grant peace in our days, and protect us from all anxiety as we await 

  the joyful hope of the coming of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 

All:  For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and for ever. 

  Amen. 

 

 

Act of Spiritual Communion 

 

All:   My Jesus, I believe that You are truly present     

  in the Most Holy Sacrament.        

  I love You above all things         

  and I desire to receive You into my soul.      

  Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,   

  come at least spiritually into my heart.       

  I embrace You as if You were already there      

  and unite myself wholly to You.        

  Never permit me to be separated from You.           

  Amen 

https://youtu.be/lunjvi2_Xms
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The Concluding Prayer and Final Blessing 

Presider: Let us pray… (all pause and pray silently for a moment) 

 Almighty ever-living God, who allow those on earth to celebrate divine 

 mysteries, grant, we pray, that Christian hope may draw us onward to 

 where our humanity is united with your divinity.  

 Through Christ our Lord. 

All Reply:  Amen. 

 

Presider:  Let us bless the Lord. 

  (all make the Sign of the Cross) 

All Reply:  Thanks be to God.  

 

Concluding Hymn      Lord, You Give the Great Commission 

https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/concluding-hymn-lord-you-give?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/feast-of-the-ascension

