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Jesus reminds his disciples that “where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I with 

them.” (Matthew 18:20). The Second Vatican Council also reminds us that Christ “is present in His 

word, since it is He Himself who speaks when the Holy Scriptures are read.” (Sacrosanctum concili-

um, 7). During these days when the health of our communities demands a period of social distanc-

ing, we must remain in strong spiritual communion. We encourage families to celebrate the Sunday 

Liturgy of the Word together with prayer and singing, with readings of the Word of God, and with 

preaching. We pray the Word of God may help nourish you in these days and for a safe return to 

our communal celebration of the Eucharistic Banquet.  

 

The Ministers for the Liturgy of the Word: 

As Baptized members of the Church, we all share in Christ’s priesthood. Any baptized Christian—

woman, man, child, adult—may serve in any of these ministerial roles. We encourage all members 

of the family to take ministerial roles.  
 

Presider: The presider for the Liturgy of the Word leads the prayers for all those who are gathered 

and reads the Gospel. The presider may also choose to preach or share a short reflection on the read-

ings for the day. A homily from Padre Bob is also provided.  
 

Lectors: Lectors proclaim the Word of God. You will need at least one lector to read the readings 

and the Prayers of the Faithful. You may wish to have each reading and the Prayers of the Faithful 

read by a different lector. If possible, the lectors should use a family Bible for the readings. We      

recommend using a bookmark to mark the First Reading, Second Reading, and the Gospel. You 

should read the Responsorial Psalm from this worship guide or sing the Responsorial Psalm using 

the music playlist provided.  
 

Celebrating the Liturgy of the Word: 

Postures: Your postures (sitting and standing) may parallel the Liturgy of the Word at Mass, but 

you should feel free to make adaptations that best suit your family.  
 

Music: Sunday is the Lord’s Day, and the Psalms remind us that “All that have life and breath, 

praise the Lord!” (Psalm 150:6) We have provided music selections that may be sung throughout the 

Liturgy of the Word.  
 

Arranging your home for the Liturgy of the Word: There are many ways you may set up your 

home for the Liturgy of the Word. You can set up a place of prominence where the readings will be 

read, or your family can all gather together in a circle in the living room. The most important thing 

is that you are arranged so that you can interact in prayer. 
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Prelude 

Piano Reflection on Festival Canticle 

 

Opening Rites 

All stand and sing the opening hymn. 

Opening Hymn Festival Canticle 

 

  

  

  

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presider: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All Reply: Amen. 

Presider: Christ is risen! 

All Reply: Christ is truly risen! Alleluia!  

https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/prelude-piano-reflection-on/s-p6EofBBFz2z?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/sixth-sunday-of-easter/s-JnZ6EmlvGQV
https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/opening-hymn-festival-canticle/s-zqDyzwyPKiW?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/sixth-sunday-of-easter/s-JnZ6EmlvGQV
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Introduction to the Day and Opening Prayer 

 

Presider: “If you love me, keep my commandments.” These words come to us 

 from Jesus as words of challenge and comfort. Truly, keeping the Lord’s 

 commands can be difficult; they require us to give of ourselves even 

 when we are tired or uncertain. As difficult as it can be to follow the 

 Lord’s commands, he promises us that he has not and will not leave us 

 orphans on our journey of discipleship; he sends us the Holy Spirit, the 

 advocate, to be with us to sustain us and give us hope. Thanks be to God 

 for the Holy Spirit! In that gratitude for the Spirit and the assuredness 

 that we are never left alone, let us sing our glory to God! 

  
 

Glory to God 

  

https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/glory-to-god/s-NFnfuaE1xJa?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/sixth-sunday-of-easter/s-JnZ6EmlvGQV
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Presider: Let us pray… (all pause and pray silently for a moment) 
  

 Grand, almighty God, that we may celebrate with heartfelt devotion 

 these days of joy, which we keep in our of the risen Lord, and that what 

 we celebrate today in Word, we may hold onto and live out in all we do. 

 Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 

 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.  
 

All Reply: Amen. 

 

All are seated for the readings from Sacred Scripture. 
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First Reading Acts 8:5-8, 14-17 

 

Lector:  A reading from the Acts of the Apostles: 

  

 Philip went down to the city of Samaria 

 and proclaimed the Christ to them. 

 With one accord, the crowds paid attention to what was said by Philip 

 when they heard it and saw the signs he was doing. 

 For unclean spirits, crying out in a loud voice, 

 came out of many possessed people, 

 and many paralyzed or crippled people were cured. 

 There was great joy in that city. 

 Now when the apostles in Jerusalem 

 heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, 

 they sent them Peter and John, 

 who went down and prayed for them, 

 that they might receive the Holy Spirit, 

 for it had not yet fallen upon any of them; 

 they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

 Then they laid hands on them 

 and they received the Holy Spirit.  

  

 The Word of the Lord. 

 

 

All Reply: Thanks be to God.  
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Responsorial Psalm Psalm 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20 
 

The Responsorial Psalm may either be sung using the music playlist or read, lead by a Lector,  

with all others replying.  

 

 

 

 

 

Lector: Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 

All Reply: Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 

 

Lector:  Cry out with joy to God, all the earth; O sing to the glory of his name. O 

 render him glorious praise. Say to God, “How awesome your deed!” 

 

All Reply: Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 

 

Lector: “Before you all the earth shall bow down, shall sing to your name!” Come 

 and see the works of God: awesome his deeds among all peoples. 

 

All Reply: Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 

 

Lector:  He turned sea into dry land; they passed through the river on foot.  

 Let our joy, the, be in him; he rules forever by his might. 

 

All Reply: Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 

 

Lector:  Come and hear, all who fear God; I will tell what he did for my soul.  

 Blest be God, who did not reject my prayer, nor withhold from me his 

 merciful love. 

 

All Reply: Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 

https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/responsorial-psalm-let-all-the/s-omfIOKWMgDp?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/sixth-sunday-of-easter/s-JnZ6EmlvGQV
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Second Reading I Peter 3:15-18 

 

Lector:  A reading from the first letter of Saint Peter: 

 Beloved: 

 Sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts. 

 Always be ready to give an explanation 

 to anyone who asks you for a reason for your hope, 

 but do it with gentleness and reverence, 

 keeping your conscience clear, 

 so that, when you are maligned, 

 those who defame your good conduct in Christ 

 may themselves be put to shame. 

 For it is better to suffer for doing good, 

 if that be the will of God, than for doing evil. 

 For Christ also suffered for sins once, 

 the righteous for the sake of the unrighteous, 

 that he might lead you to God. 

 Put to death in the flesh, 

 he was brought to life in the Spirit.  

 The Word of the Lord. 

 

All Reply: Thanks be to God.  

 

All stand for the proclamation of the Gospel. 

The Gospel Acclamation is either sung or omitted. 

 

Gospel Acclamation John 14:23 

  

 

 

Whoever loves me will keep my word, says the Lord, and my Father will love him and we will come to him. 

https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/gospel-acclamation-easter-vi/s-MJZlN5O2oY0?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/sixth-sunday-of-easter/s-JnZ6EmlvGQV
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Gospel    John 14:15-21 

 

Presider:  A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint John: 

 Jesus said to his disciples: 

 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 

 And I will ask the Father, 

 and he will give you another Advocate to be with you always, 

 the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot accept, 

 because it neither sees nor knows him. 

 But you know him, because he remains with you, 

 and will be in you. 

 I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you. 

 In a little while the world will no longer see me, 

 but you will see me, because I live and you will live. 

 On that day you will realize that I am in my Father 

 and you are in me and I in you. 

 Whoever has my commandments and observes them 

 is the one who loves me. 

 And whoever loves me will be loved by my Father, 

 and I will love him and reveal myself to him.”   

  

 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

All Reply: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

All are seated for the homily. 
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Homily   
  

For the homily, you may read or listen to Fr. Bob’s homily, or the presider may preach a homily based on the 

readings for the day. After the homily, you may wish to spend a few moments speaking with each other about 

the readings and how they apply to your life.        

Children should be especially encouraged to share what they have learned from the Word of God. 

 

The Gospel for today’s liturgy continues Jesus’ final instructions to his apostles at the 

Last Supper. Jesus was well aware that they were anxious about the separation they 

were soon to experience. The apostles were uncertain about what was going to      

happen in the future. Jesus understood those feelings and went right to the heart of 

their concerns by reassuring them: “I will ask the Father, and he will give you        

another Advocate to be with you always … I will not leave you orphans.”  
 

A couple of years ago I shared with you a wonderful image of how God’s Spirit helps 

us along our often complicated journey of life. The image speaks of an indigenous 

people in equatorial Africa. Whenever they went off on a journey into the bush, each 

member of the group would carry a bundle of provisions balanced on his or her head. 

But there was always one person in the group who carried nothing. The person who 

carried nothing had a particular job. If for some unexpected reason, an injury or       

exhaustion from the oppressive heat, someone was not able to carry their provision – 

the person who had nothing to carry would fall down next to him or her, and take up 

the burden and carry it. The tribe gave that person the name: “The one who falls 

down beside us.” 
 

This is a wonderful image to describe the “Advocate” that Jesus promised to send to 

the Apostles and to the Church. The Holy Spirit is the “one who falls down beside 

us,” to help us with the heavy burdens we think we can no longer carry. 
 

It is important to remember that the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, does not assure us that 

life will always be easy. The Apostles had to face many challenges – doubts,             

opposition, persecution, imprisonment, ridicule and for some even death for their 

preaching and faithfulness to Jesus’ teachings. But in the midst of all they endured, 

https://youtu.be/0piJmdYcDJQ
https://youtu.be/0piJmdYcDJQ
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they were strengthened, guided and lifted up by the Holy Spirit. 
 

Jesus wants us to know, especially in these difficult times, that God’s Spirit is present 

to us always. He is with us in our present concerns and fears about the disruptive    

situation that the Coronavirus has caused. God is with us when we sin. God is with us 

not to judge or reject us. God patiently waits for us to come for healing. God is with us 

when we succeed, when we love generously and serve faithfully. God rejoices in our 

created goodness and calls us to love more deeply, to serve more faithfully and to 

give more generously of ourselves for others. God is with us in our sufferings, when 

our world as once we knew it seems to have disappeared. God is with us when people 

we love leave us, when sickness and death surrounds us. God is with us, affirming us 

and calling us to patience and courage. “God is lying down beside us.” 
 

Jesus tells his disciples that he will not leave them orphaned. Although he will no 

longer be physically present to them, the Spirit will be sent to them, to fall down      

beside them in their exhaustion, in their brokenness and to lift them up. The Holy 

Spirit is God’s presence walking with us on the journey of life. The Holy Spirit is 

God’s strength always waiting to pick up our burden when our strength appears 

gone.  
 

Through the Sacrament of our Confirmation, we received the fullness of the Holy 

Spirit. We were anointed and called to “fall down beside our brothers and sisters” 

who are weary from the everyday challenges that the Coronavirus has imposed upon 

us. We have every right to feel unsettled by how our lives in so short a time have been 

so radically changed. Social distancing from those we love is so painful, wearing 

masks in public is so uncomfortable, working at home or not working at all is such a 

challenge. Not hanging out with friends at school is so hard and not being able to 

attend sporting events or go to the beach, and not traveling for vacations are so     

difficult to accept. But doing these uncomfortable actions are really acts of love. We 

are keeping others and ourselves safe. “Love one another,” Jesus tells us. By making 

these sacrifices we are literally “falling down beside our brothers and sisters.” By 

these acts of love we are saying to each other that we are not abandoned or alone or 

left orphaned. Because we have fallen down together we will be safer and will          

experience God’s presence through our compassionate self-sacrifice for one another. 
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 Choral Anthem If Ye Love Me 
 

If ye love me, keep my commandments, and I will pray the Father, and he will give               

you another comforter that he may bide with you forever. 

 

Universal Prayer 

All stand for the Universal Prayer. 

 

Presider:  Jesus promised us the Advocate, the Holy Spirit. Let us present our  

  prayers to the Lord through the same Holy Spirit. 
 

Lector:  For the Church, that Christ’s enduring presence may continue to be  

  poured out in love and service to others. We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our prayer.   

 

Lector:  For those who govern and exercise authority, that they may do so with 

  gentleness and reverence. We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our prayer.   
 

Lector:  For all who are struggling physically, emotionally, or economically at this 

  difficult time, that they may know the presence of Jesus Christ through the 

  words and deeds of those who work to support them.    

  We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our prayer.   
 

Lector:  For all those who are graduating, that God will guide them on the next 

  steps of their journey and inspire them to us their gifts for the good of 

  others. We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our prayer.   
 

Lector:  For all who have died this week, especially for Ed Richart, that they may 

  be welcomed into the peace and joy of life everlasting.    

  We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our prayer.  

https://youtu.be/_9i0YHUEFTM
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Lector:  For the parish communities of Our Lady and Saint Ann, that we may  

  remain confident in God’s love and presence in all the events of our lives. 

  We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

Lector:  For Fr. Bob Flickinger who celebrates the 45th anniversary of his  

  ordination an whom we remember in a special way in our prayers today, 

  that he may know our deep gratitude for his priestly ministry to our  

  community. We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

 
At this time, the presider may wish to invite all those gathered to offer their own prayer intentions. 

 

Presider:  Holy Spirit, Giver of Life and Advocate to the Father, breathe life into the 

  faithful who seek to serve neighbor through acts of charity and self-gift. 

  Grant this, and all we humbly ask in the Spirit of Love and Truth. 

All Reply:  Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Presider:  At the Savior’s command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say: 

 

All :   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name; 

  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread, and for forgive us our trespasses, 

  As we forgive those who trespass against us; 

  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 

Presider: Deliver us, Lord we pray, from every evil, 

  Grant peace in our days, and protect us from all anxiety as we await 

  the joyful hope of the coming of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 

All:  For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and for ever. 

  Amen. 

 

 

Act of Spiritual Communion 

 

All:   My Jesus, I believe that You are truly present     

  in the Most Holy Sacrament.        

  I love You above all things         

  and I desire to receive You into my soul.      

  Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,   

  come at least spiritually into my heart.       

  I embrace You as if You were already there      

  and unite myself wholly to You.        

  Never permit me to be separated from You.           

  Amen 

https://youtu.be/lunjvi2_Xms
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The Concluding Prayer and Final Blessing 

 

Presider: Let us pray… (all pause and pray silently for a moment) 

 Almighty ever-living God, who restore us to eternal life in the  

 Resurrection of Christ, increase in us, we pray, the fruit of the Paschal 

 Mystery and pour into our hearts the strength of the Holy Spirit.  

 Through Christ our Lord. 

All Reply:  Amen. 

 

Presider:  Let us bless the Lord. 

  (all make the Sign of the Cross) 

All Reply:  Thanks be to God.  

 

Concluding Hymn               Come Down, O Love Divine! 

https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/concluding-hymn-come-down-o/s-or8bb9wDYTr?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/sixth-sunday-of-easter/s-JnZ6EmlvGQV

