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Jesus reminds his disciples that “where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I with 

them.” (Matthew 18:20). The Second Vatican Council also reminds us that Christ “is present in His 

word, since it is He Himself who speaks when the Holy Scriptures are read.” (Sacrosanctum concili-

um, 7). During these days when the health of our communities demands a period of social distanc-

ing, we must remain in strong spiritual communion. We encourage families to celebrate the Sunday 

Liturgy of the Word together with prayer and singing, with readings of the Word of God, and with 

preaching. We pray the Word of God may help nourish you in these days and for a safe return to 

our communal celebration of the Eucharistic Banquet.  

 

The Ministers for the Liturgy of the Word: 

As Baptized members of the Church, we all share in Christ’s priesthood. Any baptized Christian—

woman, man, child, adult—may serve in any of these ministerial roles. We encourage all members 

of the family to take ministerial roles.  
 

Presider: The presider for the Liturgy of the Word leads the prayers for all those who are gathered 

and reads the Gospel. The presider may also choose to preach or share a short reflection on the read-

ings for the day. A homily from Padre Bob is also provided.  
 

Lectors: Lectors proclaim the Word of God. You will need at least one lector to read the readings 

and the Prayers of the Faithful. You may wish to have each reading and the Prayers of the Faithful 

read by a different lector. If possible, the lectors should use a family Bible for the readings. We      

recommend using a bookmark to mark the First Reading, Second Reading, and the Gospel. You 

should read the Responsorial Psalm from this worship guide or sing the Responsorial Psalm using 

the music playlist provided.  
 

Celebrating the Liturgy of the Word: 

Postures: Your postures (sitting and standing) may parallel the Liturgy of the Word at Mass, but 

you should feel free to make adaptations that best suit your family.  
 

Music: Sunday is the Lord’s Day, and the Psalms remind us that “All that have life and breath, 

praise the Lord!” (Psalm 150:6) We have provided music selections that may be sung throughout the 

Liturgy of the Word.  
 

Arranging your home for the Liturgy of the Word: There are many ways you may set up your 

home for the Liturgy of the Word. You can set up a place of prominence where the readings will be 

read, or your family can all gather together in a circle in the living room. The most important thing 

is that you are arranged so that you can interact in prayer. 
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Prelude 

Piano Reflection: How Can I Keep from Singing 

 

Opening Rites 

All stand and sing the opening hymn. 

Opening Hymn All You on Earth 

 

  

  

  

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presider: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All Reply: Amen. 

Presider: Christ is risen! 

All Reply: Christ is truly risen! Alleluia!  

https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/piano-reflection-how-can-i/s-5cER6VJYiMm?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/fifth-sunday-of-easter/s-Q1S6ngu5a9F
https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/opening-hymn-all-you-on-earth/s-XEb88KjUFE5?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/fifth-sunday-of-easter/s-Q1S6ngu5a9F
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Introduction to the Day and Opening Prayer 

 

Presider: “Do not let your hearts be troubled.” These are the first words of what 

 scripture scholars call the Farewell Discourse. For the disciples, these 

 words must have seemed little comfort as they could sense the tension 

 building that would ultimately lead to Jesus’ crucifixion. For us, these 

 words, too, may seem small in the light of all the suffering in the world. 

 But these words come from Jesus, the Son of God. They call us to find a 

 profound peace in light of the Resurrection. These are words of promise 

 that no matter how difficult life becomes or how weary we are, God is 

 with us always. So, in praise of the God who is always with his people, 

 we sing our Glory to God. 

  
 

Glory to God 

  

https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/glory-to-god/s-NFnfuaE1xJa?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/fifth-sunday-of-easter/s-Q1S6ngu5a9F
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Presider: Let us pray… (all pause and pray silently for a moment) 
  

 Almighty ever-living God, constantly accomplish the Paschal Mystery 

 within us, so that we who have been made your sons and daughters in 

 Holy Baptism may bear much fruit and come to the joys of life eternal. 

 Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 

 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.  
 

All Reply: Amen. 

 

All are seated for the readings from Sacred Scripture. 
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First Reading Acts 6:1-7 

 

Lector:  A reading from the Acts of the Apostles: 

  

 As the number of disciples continued to grow, 

 the Hellenists complained against the Hebrews 

 because their widows 

 were being neglected in the daily distribution. 

 So the Twelve called together the community of the disciples and said, 

 “It is not right for us to neglect the word of God to serve at table. 

 Brothers, select from among you seven reputable men, 

 filled with the Spirit and wisdom, 

 whom we shall appoint to this task, 

 whereas we shall devote ourselves to prayer 

 and to the ministry of the word.” 

 The proposal was acceptable to the whole community, 

 so they chose Stephen, a man filled with faith and the Holy Spirit, 

 also Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, 

 and Nicholas of Antioch, a convert to Judaism. 

 They presented these men to the apostles 

 who prayed and laid hands on them. 

 The word of God continued to spread, 

 and the number of the disciples in Jerusalem increased greatly; 

 even a large group of priests were becoming obedient to the faith.   

  

 The Word of the Lord. 

 

 

All Reply: Thanks be to God.  
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Responsorial Psalm Psalm 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19 
 

The Responsorial Psalm may either be sung using the music playlist or read, lead by a Lector,  

with all others replying.  

 

 

 

 

 

Lector: Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you. 

All Reply: Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you. 

 

Lector:  Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just; for praise is fitting for the  

 upright. Give thanks to the Lord upon the harp; with a ten-stringed  

 lute sing him songs. 

 

All Reply: Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you. 

 

Lector: For the word of the Lord is faithful, and all his works to be trusted.  

 The Lord loves justice and right, and his merciful love fills the earth. 

 

All Reply: Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you. 

 

Lector:  Yes, the Lord’s eyes are on those who fear him, who hope in his merciful 

 love, to rescue their souls from death, to keep them alive in famine. 

 

All Reply: Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you. 

 

 

https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/responsorial-psalm-lord-let/s-wB18pv5oee6?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/fifth-sunday-of-easter/s-Q1S6ngu5a9F
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Second Reading I Peter 2:4-9 

 

Lector:  A reading from the first letter of Saint Peter: 

 Beloved: 

 Come to him, a living stone, rejected by human beings but chosen and 

 precious in the sight of God, and, like living stones, let yourselves be built    

 into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices 

 acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 

 For it says in Scripture: 

 Behold, I am laying a stone in Zion, a cornerstone, chosen and precious, 

 and whoever believes in it shall not be put to shame. 

 Therefore, its value is for you who have faith, but for those without faith: 

 The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone, and 

 A stone that will make people stumble, and a rock that will make them fall. 

 They stumble by disobeying the word, as is their destiny. 

 You are “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people of his 

 own, so that you may announce the praises” of him who called you out of 

 darkness into his wonderful light.  

 The Word of the Lord. 
 

All Reply: Thanks be to God.  

 

 

All stand for the proclamation of the Gospel. 

The Gospel Acclamation is either sung or omitted. 

 

Gospel Acclamation John 14:6 

  

 

 

I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord; no one comes to the Father, except through me. 

https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/gospel-acclamation-easter-v/s-zXg7R4aujYF?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/fifth-sunday-of-easter/s-Q1S6ngu5a9F
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Gospel    John 14:1-12 

 

Presider:  A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint John: 

 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. 

 You have faith in God; have faith also in me. 

 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. 

 If there were not, would I have told you that I am going to prepare a 

 place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back

 again and take you to myself, so that where I am you also may be. 

 Where I am going you know the way.” 

 Thomas said to him, 

 “Master, we do not know where you are going; how can we know the

 way?” Jesus said to him, "I am the way and the truth and the life. 

 No one comes to the Father except through me. 

 If you know me, then you will also know my Father. 

 From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 Philip said to him, 

 “Master, show us the Father, and that will be enough for us.” 

 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you for so long a time 

 and you still do not know me, Philip? 

 Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. 

 How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 

 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? 

 The words that I speak to you I do not speak on my own. 

 The Father who dwells in me is doing his works. 

 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, 

 or else, believe because of the works themselves. 

 Amen, amen, I say to you, 

 whoever believes in me will do the works that I do, 

 and will do greater ones than these, 

 because I am going to the Father.”  

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

All Reply: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

All are seated for the homily. 
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Homily   

  

For the homily, you may read or listen to Fr. Bob’s homily, or the presider may preach a homily based on the 

readings for the day. After the homily, you may wish to spend a few moments speaking with each other about 

the readings and how they apply to your life.        

Children should be especially encouraged to share what they have learned from the Word of God. 

 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled.” Today’s Gospel takes us back to Holy Week 

and the gathering of Jesus with his apostles at the Last Supper. Jesus had just finished 

the humble act of washing the feet of these intimate followers of his. Soon after, there 

is a sudden change in the room. Jesus had something to say that was unexpected. He 

announced that one of them, Judas Iscariot, would betray him and another, Peter, 

would deny him.  

There were a lot of reasons for the apostles to be troubled. Two of their group were 

about to disappoint the Lord by selfish acts of betrayal and denial. The others did not 

know what was going to happen to themselves, what their future would be and what 

would become of their leader. They were troubled and they desperately were looking 

for answers and reassurance. All had changed for them in a short time. 

In the reading from the Acts of the Apostles we are given a different kind of picture. 

We see the early Christian community that has moved on since the Ascension of Jesus. 

Some important changes have taken place since the disciples’ experience of confusion 

and insecurity in the Gospel account. We hear of a Church that is emerging and be-

coming more confident. In Jerusalem the Christian community, while maturing, was 

also encountering some dissension regarding the treatment of widows – especially the 

Greek-speaking widows. There was a feeling that the Aramaic-speaking widows were 

getting preferential treatment. Widows in those days were often left with no support 

after their husbands died. They had to depend on the charity of the local Christian 

community.  

When this problem was brought to the attention of the leaders in the community, they 

acted quickly and decisively. They appointed seven men to supervise the care of the 

https://youtu.be/ewySEhjwDCw
https://youtu.be/ewySEhjwDCw
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widows from both communities. What a contrast from the Gospel. The disciples seem 

to have moved very rapidly from a state of confusion and disarray to an organized 

community with strong and decisive leadership and willing to work in the midst of 

conflict to achieve a solution for the common good. 

Ever since the onset of the Covid-19 Virus, we have all experienced a life filled with 

confusion and disarray. So much and so quickly, our normal lives have changed. It is 

like one night we fell asleep in one world, and the next day we woke up in another. 

Hugs and kisses suddenly became weapons, and not visiting parents and friends be-

came an act of love. When we needed each other the most, we were told we could not 

gather together in our churches for prayer. We all long for the day when social dis-

tancing shrinks, when masks won’t be needed, when we can easily and safely spend 

time with our families and friends and when we can celebrate Masses again at Our 

Lady and Saint Ann.  

When that time comes, hopefully we will be a better people and a better Christian 

community. What made the early Christian community so vibrant and alive was its 

belief in the words we find in the Gospel today when Jesus said: “I am the way and 

the truth and the life.” They followed his way by doing acts of charity and compas-

sion for the poor and the less fortunate. “Whoever believes in me will do the works 

that I do.” They were not ashamed to proclaim the truth that Jesus was the way to 

true happiness. And they came to believe that the way to eternal life was through 

faithfulness to God’s teaching and example. 

While these have been very difficult and disrupting times, we can rise from this. This 

very experience can be where we have an opportunity to grow even stronger in our 

faith. This time in which we are living can be like the image found in the scripture: 

“the rejected stone that becomes the cornerstone of a new structure.” We have had the 

opportunity to grow in our faith by learning to pray at home, to become closer as fam-

ilies, to spend more quality time together and to value the life we once may have tak-

en for granted. What in the future may be remembered as a terrible period could pos-

sibly be seen, through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, as a time of renewal and 

growth in the way we live our faith. If we try to follow the Lord every day, as the Ho-

ly Spirit gives us light, Jesus will guide us to where we ought to be.   
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 Hymn of Praise How Can I Keep from Singing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Universal Prayer 

 

All stand for the Universal Prayer. 

 

 

Presider:  Jesus tells us to be at peace in our hearts, and so we offer him the prayers 

  of our hearts for our needs and the needs of our community. 
 

Lector:  For the Church, that we may live as God’s chosen people and follow  

  Christ who is our Way, our Truth, and our Life. We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our prayer.   

https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/hymn-of-praise-how-can-i-keep/s-HCr9xUsFka0?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/fifth-sunday-of-easter/s-Q1S6ngu5a9F
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Lector:  For world leaders and all who accept the responsibility of public service, 

  that they may carry out their duties with wisdom and integrity.  

  We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our prayer.   
 

Lector:  For wisdom, that the Spirit will inspire all Christian leaders as they work 

  to reopen their churches and gather their communities for prayer.  

  We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our prayer.   
 

Lector:  For all mothers and for all who have shown us a mother’s love, that God 

  will watch over them, bless them with every good gift, and fill their hearts 

  with peace. We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our prayer.   
 

Lector:  For all who have died this week, that God will welcome them into the 

  peace and joy of their heavenly home. We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

Lector:  For all those mothers enrolled in our Mother’s Day Novena and  

  remembered in a special way in our prayer today. We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our prayer.  

 
At this time, the presider may wish to invite all those gathered to offer their own prayer intentions. 

 

Presider:  Lord Jesus, pathway to the Father, teach us to follow you in the path you 

  have trod. Keep our hearts filled the comfort of faith that you are with us 

  always. Grant this and all our prayers through Jesus Christ, the Way, the 

  Truth, and the Life. 

 

All Reply:  Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Presider:  At the Savior’s command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say: 

 

All :   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name; 

  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread, and for forgive us our trespasses, 

  As we forgive those who trespass against us; 

  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 

Presider: Deliver us, Lord we pray, from every evil, 

  Grant peace in our days, and protect us from all anxiety as we await 

  the joyful hope of the coming of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 

All:  For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and for ever. 

  Amen. 

 

 

Act of Spiritual Communion 

 

All:   My Jesus, I believe that You are truly present     

  in the Most Holy Sacrament.        

  I love You above all things         

  and I desire to receive You into my soul.      

  Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,   

  come at least spiritually into my heart.       

  I embrace You as if You were already there      

  and unite myself wholly to You.        

  Never permit me to be separated from You.           

  Amen 

https://youtu.be/lunjvi2_Xms
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The Concluding Prayer and Final Blessing 

 

Presider: Let us pray… (all pause and pray silently for a moment) 

 Graciously be present to your people, we pray, O Lord, and lead those 

 you have imbued with heavenly mysteries to pass from former ways to 

 newness of life. Through Christ our Lord. 

All Reply:  Amen. 

 

Presider:  Let us bless the Lord. 

  (all make the Sign of the Cross) 

All Reply:  Thanks be to God.  

 

Concluding Hymn              Christ Is Risen! Alleluia! 

https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/concluding-hymn-christ-is/s-FQ6UVYLDXoi?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/fifth-sunday-of-easter/s-Q1S6ngu5a9F

