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Jesus reminds his disciples that “where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I with 

them.” (Matthew 18:20). The Second Vatican Council also reminds us that Christ “is present in His 

word, since it is He Himself who speaks when the Holy Scriptures are read.” (Sacrosanctum concili-

um, 7). During these days when the health of our communities demands a period of social distanc-

ing, we must remain in strong spiritual communion. We encourage families to celebrate the Sunday 

Liturgy of the Word together with prayer and singing, with readings of the Word of God, and with 

preaching. We pray the Word of God may help nourish you in these days and for a safe return to 

our communal celebration of the Eucharistic Banquet.  

 

The Ministers for the Liturgy of the Word: 

As Baptized members of the Church, we all share in Christ’s priesthood. Any baptized Christian—

woman, man, child, adult—may serve in any of these ministerial roles. We encourage all members 

of the family to take ministerial roles.  
 

Presider: The presider for the Liturgy of the Word leads the prayers for all those who are gathered 

and reads the Gospel. The presider may also choose to preach or share a short reflection on the read-

ings for the day. A homily from Padre Bob is also provided.  
 

Lectors: Lectors proclaim the Word of God. You will need at least one lector to read the readings 

and the Prayers of the Faithful. You may wish to have each reading and the Prayers of the Faithful 

read by a different lector. If possible, the lectors should use a family Bible for the readings. We      

recommend using a bookmark to mark the First Reading, Second Reading, and the Gospel. You 

should read the Responsorial Psalm from this worship guide or sing the Responsorial Psalm using 

the music playlist provided.  
 

Celebrating the Liturgy of the Word: 

Postures: Your postures (sitting and standing) may parallel the Liturgy of the Word at Mass, but 

you should feel free to make adaptations that best suit your family.  
 

Music: Sunday is the Lord’s Day, and the Psalms remind us that “All that have life and breath, 

praise the Lord!” (Psalm 150:6) We have provided music selections that may be sung throughout the 

Liturgy of the Word.  
 

Arranging your home for the Liturgy of the Word: There are many ways you may set up your 

home for the Liturgy of the Word. You can set up a place of prominence where the readings will be 

read, or your family can all gather together in a circle in the living room. The most important thing 

is that you are arranged so that you can interact in prayer. 
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Prelude 

Piano Reflection: The King of Love My Shepherd Is 

 

Opening Rites 

All stand and sing the opening hymn. 

Opening Hymn Alleluia, Christ Is Risen! 

 

  

  

  

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presider: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All Reply: Amen. 

Presider: Christ is risen! 

All Reply: Christ is truly risen! Alleluia!  

https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/piano-reflection-the-king-of/s-DKebPYP80t7?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/fourth-sunday-of-easter/s-PUfkcVWR8BU
https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/opening-hymn-alleluia-christ/s-UrskAk7810H?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/fourth-sunday-of-easter/s-PUfkcVWR8BU
https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/opening-hymn-alleluia-christ/s-UrskAk7810H?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/fourth-sunday-of-easter/s-PUfkcVWR8BU
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Introduction to the Day and Opening Prayer 

 

Presider: The fourth Sunday of Easter is often called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” 

 Today, we remember that we are the sheep of God’s pasture. We know 

 the voice of our Shepherd, and he knows each of us. Christ also reminds 

 us today that he is “the gate.” He is the guard around his flock. Indeed, 

 Christ is the Good Shepherd; he teaches us the greatest measure of  

 caring for others. Today, we are called to remain in Christ. He is our  

 salvation, our eternal protection, and our source of hope, and our model 

 of love. Grateful for Christ, the Good Shepherd, let us raise our praise to 

 God. 

  

 
 

Glory to God 

  

https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/glory-to-god/s-NFnfuaE1xJa?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/fourth-sunday-of-easter/s-PUfkcVWR8BU
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Presider: Let us pray… (all pause and pray silently for a moment) 
  

 Almighty ever-living God, lead us to a share in the joys of heaven, so 

 that the humble flock may reach where the great Shepherd has gone  

 before. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and  reigns 

 with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for ever  

 and ever.  
 

All Reply: Amen. 

 

All are seated for the readings from Sacred Scripture. 
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First Reading Acts 2:14A, 36-41 

 

Lector:  A reading from the Acts of the Apostles: 

  

 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and proclaimed: 

 “Let the whole house of Israel know for certain that God has made both 

 Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 

 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, 

 and they asked Peter and the other apostles, 

 “What are we to do, my brothers?” 

 Peter said to them, 

 “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, 

 in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; 

 and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

 For the promise is made to you and to your children 

 and to all those far off, 

 whomever the Lord our God will call.” 

 He testified with many other arguments, and was exhorting them, 

 “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 

 Those who accepted his message were baptized, 

 and about three thousand persons were added that day.  

  

 The Word of the Lord. 

 

 

All Reply: Thanks be to God.  
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Responsorial Psalm Psalm 23:1-3A, 3B-4, 5, 6 
 

The Responsorial Psalm may either be sung using the music playlist or read, lead by a Lector,  

with all others replying.  

 

 

 

 

 

Lector: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

All Reply: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

 

Lector:  The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. In verdant pastures, he gives 

 me repose. Beside restful waters, he leads me; He refreshes my soul. 

 

All Reply: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

 

Lector: He guides me in right paths, for his name’s sake. 

 Even though I walk in the dark valley, I fear no evil; 

 For you are at my side with your rod and your staff that give me courage. 

 

All Reply: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

 

Lector:  You spread the table before me in the sight of my foes; 

 You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.  

 

All Reply: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

 

Lector: Only goodness and kindness follow me all the days of my life; 

 And I shall dwell in the house of the Lord for years to come.  

 

All Reply: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/responsorial-psalm-psalm-23/s-nJc8SpWusPD?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/fourth-sunday-of-easter/s-PUfkcVWR8BU
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Second Reading I Peter 1:20B-25 

 

Lector:  A reading from the first letter of Saint Peter: 
  

 Beloved: 

 If you are patient when you suffer for doing what is good, 

 this is a grace before God. 

 For to this you have been called, 

 because Christ also suffered for you, 

 leaving you an example that you should follow in his footsteps. 

 He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth. 

 When he was insulted, he returned no insult; 

 when he suffered, he did not threaten; 

 instead, he handed himself over to the one who judges justly. 

 He himself bore our sins in his body upon the cross, 

 so that, free from sin, we might live for righteousness. 

 By his wounds you have been healed. 

 For you had gone astray like sheep, 

 but you have now returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.  
  

The Word of the Lord. 
 

All Reply: Thanks be to God.  

 

 

All stand for the proclamation of the Gospel. 

The Gospel Acclamation is either sung or omitted. 

 

Gospel Acclamation John 10:14 

  

 

 

I am the good shepherd, says the Lord; I know my sheep, and mine know me. 

https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/gospel-acclamation-easter-iv/s-LFGMKovPSUX?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/fourth-sunday-of-easter/s-PUfkcVWR8BU
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Gospel    John 10:1-10 

 

Presider:  A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint John: 

 Jesus said: 

 “Amen, amen, I say to you, 

 whoever does not enter a sheepfold through the gate 

 but climbs over elsewhere is a thief and a robber. 

 But whoever enters through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 

 The gatekeeper opens it for him, and the sheep hear his voice, 

 as the shepherd calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 

 When he has driven out all his own, 

 he walks ahead of them, and the sheep follow him, 

 because they recognize his voice. 

 But they will not follow a stranger; 

 they will run away from him, 

 because they do not recognize the voice of strangers.” 

 Although Jesus used this figure of speech, 

 the Pharisees did not realize what he was trying to tell them. 

 So Jesus said again, “Amen, amen, I say to you, 

 I am the gate for the sheep. 

 All who came before me are thieves and robbers, 

 but the sheep did not listen to them. 

 I am the gate. 

 Whoever enters through me will be saved, 

 and will come in and go out and find pasture. 

 A thief comes only to steal and slaughter and destroy; 

 I came so that they might have life and have it more abundantly.” 

 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

All Reply: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

All are seated for the homily. 
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Homily   

  

For the homily, you may read or listen to Fr. Bob’s homily, or the presider may preach a homily based on the 

readings for the day. After the homily, you may wish to spend a few moments speaking with each other about 

the readings and how they apply to your life.        

Children should be especially encouraged to share what they have learned from the Word of God. 

 

The fourth Sunday of Easter is traditionally called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” In        

today’s Gospel, Jesus compares two kinds of shepherds. The first he calls the “good 

shepherds.” These are the faithful shepherds who know their sheep by name, they 

truly care for them, they watch over their flock and they lead them to food and safety. 

The second group he compares to “hirelings,” just doing their job, gaining their pay 

check and not at all concerned with the welfare of their sheep. 

There is a story told that in a leprosy care center in India run by the Sisters of Charity 

there was a doctor who made it known that he was an unbeliever and even boasted of 

being an atheist. However, he was very dedicated to his noble profession of medicine, 

being helpful and attentive to his patients and the Sisters of Charity. This good doctor 

did not hide the fact that cleaning the purulent sores of the sick was repulsive to him. 

He limited his work to examining patients and prescribing medications for them. A 

nursing Daughter of Charity was the one who was cleaning the wounds. One day, the 

doctor, admiring the tenderness with which this nun cleaned one of the lepers, said to 

her: “I would not do that even for a million dollars.” The nun immediately replied: 

“Neither would I.” This unexpected response by the nun became a point of reflection 

on his part. And so he asked again: “Then, why do you do it, Sister?” She answered: 

“Only for the love of God.” And they say that this was the moment that the doctor 

returned to his practice of his faith. 

I would like to suggest that this Sunday should be the feast day of all those who care 

for others because of their love of God. During this worldwide pandemic we have 

countless “good shepherds” who have given of themselves to care for others. They are 

our doctors, nurses, medical professionals, hospital support workers, first responders, 

food pantry volunteers, nursing home workers and all who are staying home and    

observing social distancing to keep others safe. These are just a few of the “good   

shepherds” whom we need to be grateful for. 

Today, more than ever, we are called to be good shepherds to one another. While 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x7fhTZVRqrQ&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x7fhTZVRqrQ&feature=emb_title
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there is no doubt that staying at home and observing social distance is difficult, it    

becomes easier if we see it as an act of love. Doing our part is one way to keep the    

virus from spreading. Doing it for the love of God and neighbor makes it all the more 

meaningful.  

And so on this day of the “Good Shepherd” we thank all those who have selflessly 

and courageously stepped up to be good shepherds who walk ahead of us in service 

and call us by name: “Brothers and Sisters in Christ.” We remember you: parents, 

guardians, teachers, lay ministers, doctors, nurses, police and fire personnel,           

volunteers for service to the poor and those with special needs, child care providers, 

hospice workers, military and veterans, shut-ins who pray for us daily, all those who 

make this a better world by speaking out for justice, those who are the voice of the   

unborn, the immigrant and all who give of themselves so all can be safe and have a 

better life. 

There is an ancient legend told in the mountains of South America about two     

mountain tribes. One lived at the foot of the mountains in the lowlands and the other 

lived high up in the mountains. These two tribes were constantly in conflict with each 

other. One day the tribe from the upper reaches of the mountain came down to attack 

the lowland village. In the course of the battle they kidnapped a young boy and took 

him with them back up the mountain. The lowlanders immediately responded by 

choosing fifty of their strongest warriors and sent them on a mission to rescue the boy. 

The problem was that the lowlanders did not know how to climb the mountain. They 

did not know the paths that were easier to ascend. So these fifty warriors tried differ-

ent paths but each one was more difficult than the other. After three or four days of 

failure, they decided to give up and return home without the boy. But as they were 

packing up to return to their village, they looked up and they saw the mother of the 

child who had been kidnapped coming down the mountain they were unable to 

climb. She had her son strapped to her back. One of the soldiers went up to greet her 

and said, “You succeeded where fifty of the most capable people of our village failed. 

How is that possible?” The woman shrugged and said, “He is not your child.” At this 

difficult time, may we not forget that “The” Good Shepherd, Jesus, will bring us 

down from the mountain of the pandemic because we are his children! 

 

Instrumental Offertory 

Before the Universal Prayer, you may wish to use this Piano Reflection on “Shepherd Me O God” as 

a meditation of the protective care of the Good Shepherd, even in times of difficulty. 

https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/piano-reflection-shepherd-me-o/s-xkzrkjB1TPR?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/fourth-sunday-of-easter/s-PUfkcVWR8BU
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 Universal Prayer 

All stand for the Universal Prayer. 

 

Presider:  Jesus promises to keep his flock close to him. Confident that the he also 

  keeps our needs and concerns close to his heart, we offer these prayers for 

  the sake of our family of faith—both here and across the world.  
 

Lector:  For the Church, that we may allow Christ to bring forth abundant life 

  within us and guide us in using the gift of life for God’s glory.   

  We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our prayer.   
 

Lector:  For world leaders, that God will give them insight and courage as they 

  make plans to both preserve health and safety of society and reopen the 

  economy. We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our prayer.   
 

Lector:  For the sick and dying, that the knowledge of the Resurrection may give 

  them strength and hope. We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our prayer.   
 

Lector:  For a listening heart, that we, who have been called by name, may hear the 

  voice of the Good Shepherd and respond confidently to God’s invitations. 

  We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our prayer.   
 

Lector:  For all who have died this week, that the Good Shepherd will welcome 

  them into the fullness of life. We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

Lector:  For all those remembered in a special way in our prayer today: Jack Biek, 

  Dolores Doyle, and Linda Bradley-Lynch, that they may rest in the peace 

  of the Risen Christ. We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our prayer.  
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Lector:  For our parish communities, that God may strengthen us to be emissaries 

  of comfort and peace to all those we encounter. We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

At this time, the presider may wish to invite all those gathered to offer their own prayer intentions. 

 

 

Presider:  Good Shepherd, gate who guards his flock, keep your flock safe and  

  united amidst the uncertainty of night. Teach us all to care and protect our 

  neighbors in selfless love and gentle care. 
 

  Grant this and all our prayers through Jesus Christ, our Good Shepherd. 

 

All Reply:  Amen. 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Presider:  At the Savior’s command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say: 

 

All :   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name; 

  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread, and for forgive us our trespasses, 

  As we forgive those who trespass against us; 

  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 

Presider: Deliver us, Lord we pray, from every evil, 

  Grant peace in our days, and protect us from all anxiety as we await 

  the joyful hope of the coming of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 

All:  For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and for ever. 

  Amen. 
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Act of Spiritual Communion 

 

All:   My Jesus, I believe that You are truly present     

  in the Most Holy Sacrament.        

  I love You above all things         

  and I desire to receive You into my soul.      

  Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,   

  come at least spiritually into my heart.       

  I embrace You as if You were already there      

  and unite myself wholly to You.        

  Never permit me to be separated from You.           

  Amen 

 

 

The Concluding Prayer and Final Blessing 

 

Presider: Let us pray… (all pause and pray silently for a moment) 

 Look upon your flock, Good Shepherd, and be pleased to lead to eternal 

 pastures the sheep you have redeemed by the Precious Blood of your 

 Son. Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 

All Reply:  Amen. 

 

Presider:  Let us bless the Lord. 

  (all make the Sign of the Cross) 

All Reply:  Thanks be to God.  

https://youtu.be/lunjvi2_Xms
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Concluding Hymn      I Know That My Redeemer Lives!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/concluding-hymn-i-know-that-my/s-MskkR9dXgI1?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/fourth-sunday-of-easter/s-PUfkcVWR8BU
https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/concluding-hymn-i-know-that-my/s-MskkR9dXgI1?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/fourth-sunday-of-easter/s-PUfkcVWR8BU

