
                     HOMILY – PALM SUNDAY 2020 

Today’s liturgy for Palm Sunday begins with a Gospel reading 

that speaks of Jesus’ festive entrance into Jerusalem. There is 

great excitement and expectation in the city. Despite the 

opposition of Roman officials and religious fanatics, many 

people welcome Jesus and even believe he may truly be the 

Messiah they have long been waiting for. And if not the 

Messiah, maybe he was a king who may be instrumental in 

overthrowing the oppressive Roman occupation. There was a 

sense of hope. "Hosanna," they shouted. “Blessed is he who 

comes in the name of the Lord.”  

Less than a week later, everything changes. Shouts of joy 

change to calls for death on the cross. The one praised as a 

Messiah is now jeered as a troublemaker. The one praised as a 

king is now a common criminal. So much changed in such a few 

days. 

So much has changed for all of us. Just three weeks ago we 

were gathering together for Masses, sharing coffee and donuts 

and shaking hands or embracing. We were beginning to 

prepare for Easter egg hunts, Easter baskets, Easter meals and 

family gatherings. Beautiful flowers were being ordered for 

decorating our churches for Easter Sunday. 

Now the horrendous pandemic has changed all that in many 

ways. We won’t be gathering for Holy Week and Easter 

services. We may not even be gathering as extended families.  



There is no doubt that the traditions of the usual gatherings for 

Mass, family visits to grandparents, and Easter egg hunts will be 

missed. It is my hope that during this week we reach deep into 

our faith and remember we are called to enter with Jesus into 

the Paschal Mystery: “Christ has died, Christ is risen, and Christ 

will come again.”  

What happened to Jesus was horrible. Betrayed by friends, 

falsely judged, insulted and eventually dying a horrific death, 

Jesus still won the victory. He rose from the dead and proved 

that evil would not triumph. Love wins. That is what we mean 

by the Paschal Mystery. Despite all the darkness around us, 

there is light to be found. Despite the disruption of life as we 

once knew it, there can be a new life to be welcomed. We will 

rise from this unexpected time and hopefully appreciate all that 

we have and never for a moment take it for granted. 

This Holy Week will be like no other Holy Week we have ever 

celebrated. Now instead of just listening to the Passion 

narrative, we can now live it. We have a cross to carry and let’s 

admit it, it is difficult. That is why we need to be supporting 

each other through prayer, acts of kindness and by being voices 

of hope and bearers of love to others. We will get through this, 

Jesus has shown us the way. Jesus reassured us: “I am the way 

and the truth, come follow me.” Following Jesus can only lead 

to resurrection and new life. We need that message more than 

ever – proclaim it and believe in it.  

 


