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Jesus reminds his disciples that “where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I with 

them.” (Matthew 18:20). The Second Vatican Council also reminds us that Christ “is present in His 

word, since it is He Himself who speaks when the Holy Scriptures are read.” (Sacrosanctum concili-

um, 7). During these days when the health of our communities demands a period of social distanc-

ing, we must remain in strong spiritual communion. We encourage families to celebrate the Sunday 

Liturgy of the Word together with prayer and singing, with readings of the Word of God, and with 

preaching. We pray the Word of God may help nourish you in these days and for a safe return to 

our communal celebration of the Eucharistic Banquet.  

 

The Ministers for the Liturgy of the Word: 

As Baptized members of the Church, we all share in Christ’s priesthood. Any baptized Christian—

woman, man, child, adult—may serve in any of these ministerial roles. We encourage all members 

of the family to take ministerial roles.  
 

Presider: The presider for the Liturgy of the Word leads the prayers for all those who are gathered 

and reads the Gospel. The presider may also choose to preach or share a short reflection on the read-

ings for the day. A homily from Padre Bob is also provided.  
 

Lectors: Lectors proclaim the Word of God. You will need at least one lector to read the readings 

and the Prayers of the Faithful. You may wish to have each reading and the Prayers of the Faithful 

read by a different lector. If possible, the lectors should use a family Bible for the readings. We      

recommend using a bookmark to mark the First Reading, Second Reading, and the Gospel. You 

should read the Responsorial Psalm from this worship guide or sing the Responsorial Psalm using 

the music playlist provided.  
 

Celebrating the Liturgy of the Word: 

Postures: Your postures (sitting and standing) may parallel the Liturgy of the Word at Mass, but 

you should feel free to make adaptations that best suit your family.  
 

Music: Sunday is the Lord’s Day, and the Psalms remind us that “All that have life and breath, 

praise the Lord!” (Psalm 150:6) We have provided music selections that may be sung throughout the 

Liturgy of the Word.  
 

Arranging your home for the Liturgy of the Word: There are many ways you may set up your 

home for the Liturgy of the Word. You can set up a place of prominence where the readings will be 

read, or your family can all gather together in a circle in the living room. The most important thing 

is that you are arranged so that you can interact in prayer. 
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Opening Rites 

All stand and sing the opening hymn. 

Opening Hymn Jesus Christ Is Risen Today

  

  

  

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presider: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All Reply: Amen. 

Presider: Christ is risen! 

All Reply: Christ is truly risen! Alleluia!  

https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/jesus-christ-is-risen-today/s-WRHNvwHPLOs?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/easter-sunday-of-the-lords-resurrection/s-bPtp6ZZN2L1
https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/jesus-christ-is-risen-today/s-WRHNvwHPLOs?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/easter-sunday-of-the-lords-resurrection/s-bPtp6ZZN2L1
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Introduction to the Day and Opening Prayer 

 

Presider: Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?  

 Be thankful to God, sisters and brothers, for today, God gives us victory 

 through our Lord Jesus Christ. Today, Christ conquers sin and death.  

 Today, Christ transforms human weakness into the means of salvation. 

 After vividly recounting the story of Christ’s Passion and Death, today 

 we hear only of the empty tomb: the tomb could that not hold Christ in 

 death; the tomb will not hold us in death either. Alive with the joy of the 

 risen Christ, let us sing “glory” together to Almighty God! 

  

Glory to God 

  

https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/glory-to-god/s-NFnfuaE1xJa?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/easter-sunday-of-the-lords-resurrection/s-bPtp6ZZN2L1
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Presider: Let us pray… (all pause and pray silently for a moment) 

  

 O God, who on this day, through your Only Begotten Son, have  

 conquered death and unlocked for us the path to eternity, grant, we 

 pray, that we who keep the solemnity of the Lord’s Resurrection may, 

 through renewal by your Sprit, rise up in the light of life. We ask this 

 through our Lord Jesus Christ, you Son, who lives and reigns with you 

 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

 

All Reply: Amen. 

 

 

All are seated for the readings from Sacred Scripture. 
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First Reading Acts 10:34a, 37-42 

 

Lector:  A reading from the Acts of the Apostles: 

 Peter proceeded to speak and said: 

 "You know what has happened all over Judea, 

 beginning in Galilee after the baptism 

 that John preached, 

 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth 

 with the Holy Spirit and power. 

 He went about doing good 

 and healing all those oppressed by the devil, 

 for God was with him. 

 We are witnesses of all that he did 

 both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. 

 They put him to death by hanging him on a tree. 

 This man God raised on the third day and granted that he be visible, 

 not to all the people, but to us, 

 the witnesses chosen by God in advance, 

 who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 

 He commissioned us to preach to the people 

 and testify that he is the one appointed by God 

 as judge of the living and the dead. 

 To him all the prophets bear witness, 

 that everyone who believes in him 

 will receive forgiveness of sins through his name."  

 The Word of the Lord. 
 

 

All Reply: Thanks be to God.  
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Responsorial Psalm Psalm 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23 
 

The Responsorial Psalm may either be sung using the music playlist or read, lead by a Lector,  

with all others replying.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lector: This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad. 

All Reply: This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad. 

 

Lector:  Give thanks to the LORD, for God is good; his mercy endures forever;  

 Let the house of Israel say: “His mercy endures forever.” 

 

All Reply: This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad. 

 

Lector: The hand of the LORD has struck with power, God’s right had is exalted. 

 I shall not die, but live anew, declaring the works of the LORD. 

 

All Reply: This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad. 

 

Lector:  The stone which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone;  

 The Lord of love and mercy has brought wonder to our eyes! 

 

All Reply: This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad. 

 

 

https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/this-is-the-day/s-Ax8o2k8jTga?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/easter-sunday-of-the-lords-resurrection/s-bPtp6ZZN2L1
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Second Reading I Corinthians 5:6b-8 

 

Lector:  A reading from the first letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians: 

 Brothers and sisters: 

 Do you not know that a little yeast leavens all the dough? 

 Clear out the old yeast, 

 so that you may become a fresh batch of dough, 

 inasmuch as you are unleavened. 

 For our paschal lamb, Christ, has been sacrificed. 

 Therefore, let us celebrate the feast, 

 not with the old yeast, the yeast of malice and wickedness, 

 but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.  

  

 The Word of the Lord. 

 
 

All Reply: Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

All stand for the proclamation of the Gospel. 

The Gospel Acclamation is either sung or omitted. 

 

Gospel Acclamation cf. I Corinthians 5:7b-8a 

  

 

 
 

Christ, our paschal lamb has been sacrificed; let us then feast with joy in the Lord. 

https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/gospel-acclamation-easter-i/s-5MPY118k2CQ?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/easter-sunday-of-the-lords-resurrection/s-bPtp6ZZN2L1
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Gospel   John 20:1-9 

 

Presider:  A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint John. 

 On the first day of the week, 

 Mary of Magdala came to the tomb early in the morning, 

 while it was still dark, 

 and saw the stone removed from the tomb. 

 So she ran and went to Simon Peter 

 and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and told them, 

 “They have taken the Lord from the tomb, 

 and we don’t know where they put him.” 

 So Peter and the other disciple went out and came to the tomb. 

 They both ran, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter 

 and arrived at the tomb first; 

 he bent down and saw the burial cloths there, but did not go in. 

 When Simon Peter arrived after him, 

 he went into the tomb and saw the burial cloths there, 

 and the cloth that had covered his head, 

 not with the burial cloths but rolled up in a separate place. 

 Then the other disciple also went in, 

 the one who had arrived at the tomb first, 

 and he saw and believed. 

 For they did not yet understand the Scripture 

 that he had to rise from the dead.  
  

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

All Reply: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

All are seated for the homily. 
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Homily   

  

For the homily, you may listen to Fr. Bob’s homily, or the presider may preach a homily based on the readings 

for the day. After the homily, you may wish to spend a few moments speaking with each other about the     

readings and how they apply to your life.        

Children should be especially encouraged to share what they have learned from the Word of God. 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/8gMsbbtQK6w
https://youtu.be/8gMsbbtQK6w


11 

 

Universal Prayer  

All stand for the Universal Prayer. 

 

Presider:  The risen Lord is with us and hears us. Moved by faith in the living God, 

  let us present the needs of our community: 

 

Lector:  For the holy people of God as we share the joy of the Resurrection and our  

  gratitude for the gift of salvation. We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Lord, hear our prayer.   

 
 

Lector:  For continuous coordinated efforts among individuals, nations, and  

  societies as we all work to prevent further spread of the coronavirus.  

  We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Lord, hear our prayer.   

 

Lector:  For those who are discouraged, depressed, or despairing, that they will 

  find renewed hope in the power of Christ’s Resurrection.    

  We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Lord, hear our prayer.   

 
 

Lector:  For all who have died this week, that they may celebrate the eternal Easter 

  of life and love in God’s presence. We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Lord, hear our prayer.   

 
 

Lector:  For those remembered in a special way during our prayer today:  

  For Doug Weber, that he may know the joy of his Risen Savior, and for all 

  those named on our Easter Flower Memorial List. We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Lord, hear our prayer.   
 

 

At this time, the presider may wish to invite all those gathered to offer their own prayer intentions. 
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Presider:  Almighty, living, and everlasting God: you give new life to all your  

  people. As today you emerged from the tomb the victor over death, lead 

  us from our own tombs into new life.  
 

  Grant this and all our prayers through Jesus Christ, the Resurrection and 

  the Life. 

All Reply:  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Presider:  At the Savior’s command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say: 

 

All :   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name; 

  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread, and for forgive us our trespasses, 

  As we forgive those who trespass against us; 

  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 

Presider: Deliver us, Lord we pray, from every evil, 

  Grant peace in our days, and protect us from all anxiety as we await 

  the joyful hope of the coming of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 

All:  For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and for ever. 

  Amen. 

 

Act of Spiritual Communion 

 

All:   Soul of Christ, sanctify me. Body of Christ, save me. 

  Blood of Christ, inebriate me. Water from the side of Christ, wash me. 

  Passion of Christ, strengthen me. O Good Jesus, hear me. 

  Within your wounds hide me. Permit me not to be separated from you. 

  From the wicked foe, defend me. At the hour of my death, call me 

  and bid me come to you, that with your saints, I may praise you 

  for ever and ever. 

  Amen. 
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The Concluding Prayer and Final Blessing 

 

Presider: Let us pray… (all pause and pray silently for a moment) 

 Look upon your Church, O God, with unfailing love and favor, so that, 

 renewed by the Paschal Mystery, she may come to the glory of the  

 Resurrection. Through Christ our Lord. 

All Reply:  Amen. 

 

Presider:  Let us bless the Lord: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

  (all make the Sign of the Cross) 

All Reply:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

 

 

Concluding Hymn          We Know that Christ is Raised  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/concluding-hymn-we-know-that/s-jk3DgLD6VvU?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/easter-sunday-of-the-lords-resurrection/s-bPtp6ZZN2L1
https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/concluding-hymn-we-know-that/s-jk3DgLD6VvU?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/easter-sunday-of-the-lords-resurrection/s-bPtp6ZZN2L1

