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Jesus reminds his disciples that “where 
two or three are gathered in my name, 
there am I with them.” (Matthew 
18:20). The Second Vatican Council also 
reminds us that Christ “is present in 
His word, since it is He Himself who 
speaks when the Holy Scriptures are 
read.” (Sacrosanctum concilium, 7). 
During these days where the health of 
our communities demands a period of 
social distancing, we must remain in 
strong spiritual communion. We 
encourage families to celebrate the 
Sunday Liturgy of the Word together 
with prayer and singing, with readings 
of the Word of God, and with 
preaching. We pray the Word of God 
may help nourish you in these days 
and for a safe return to our communal 
celebration of the Eucharistic Banquet.  

 

 



The Ministers for the 

Liturgy of the Word 

As Baptized members of the Church, 
we all share in Christ’s priesthood. Any 
baptized Christian—woman, man, 
child, adult—may serve in any of these 
ministerial roles. We encourage all 
members of the family to take 
ministerial roles.  
  

Presider: The presider for the Liturgy 
of the Word leads the prayers for all 
those who are gathered and reads the 
Gospel. The presider may also choose 
to preach or share a short reflection on 
the readings for the day. A homily from 
Padre Bob is also provided.  
  

Lectors: Lectors proclaim the Word of 
God. You will need at least one lector 
to read the readings and the Prayers of 
the Faithful. You may wish to have 



each reading and the Prayers of the 
Faithful read by a different lector. If 
possible, the lectors should use a family 
Bible for the readings. We      
recommend using a bookmark to mark 
the First Reading, Second Reading, and 
the Gospel. You should read the 
Responsorial Psalm from this worship 
guide or sing the Responsorial Psalm 
using the music playlist provided.  
  

Celebrating the Liturgy of the Word 

Postures: Your postures (sitting and 
standing) may parallel the Liturgy of 
the Word at Mass, but you should feel 
free to make adaptations that best suit 
your family.  
  

 

Music: Sunday is the Lord’s Day, and 
the Psalms remind us that “All that 
have life and breath, praise the Lord!” 



(Psalm 150:6) We have provided music 
selections that may be sung throughout 
the Liturgy of the Word.  

 
  

Arranging your home for the Liturgy 
of the Word: There are many ways you 
may set up your home for the Liturgy 
of the Word. You can set up a place of 
prominence where the readings will be 
read, or your family can all gather 
together in a circle in the living room. 
The most important thing is that you 
are arranged so that you can interact in 
prayer. 

  

 

 

 

 



PRELUDE 

Piano Reflection on All Creatures of 
our God and King 

  

OPENING RITES 
 

OPENING HYMN 

All Creatures of our God and 
King 

 

Verse I 

All creatures of our God and 
King, Lift up your voice and with 

us sing: Alleluia! Alleluia! O 
burning sun with golden beam 

And silver moon with softer 
gleam, Sing your praises! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Alleluia! 

https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/piano-reflection-all-creatures-of-our-god-and-king/s-rp7Xh46u17K?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/the-octave-of-easter-divine-mercy-sunday/s-8xlo5mRwgGj
https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/piano-reflection-all-creatures-of-our-god-and-king/s-rp7Xh46u17K?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/the-octave-of-easter-divine-mercy-sunday/s-8xlo5mRwgGj
https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/opening-hymn-all-creatures-of/s-90uxEPJeYfI?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/the-octave-of-easter-divine-mercy-sunday/s-8xlo5mRwgGj
https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/opening-hymn-all-creatures-of/s-90uxEPJeYfI?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/the-octave-of-easter-divine-mercy-sunday/s-8xlo5mRwgGj
https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/opening-hymn-all-creatures-of/s-90uxEPJeYfI?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/the-octave-of-easter-divine-mercy-sunday/s-8xlo5mRwgGj
https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/opening-hymn-all-creatures-of/s-90uxEPJeYfI?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/the-octave-of-easter-divine-mercy-sunday/s-8xlo5mRwgGj


Verse II 

And ev'ry one of tender heart, 
Forgiving others, take your part, 
Alleluia! Alleluia! All you who 

pain and sorrow bear, Praise God 
and cast on God your care. Sing 
your praises! Sing your praises! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Alleluia! 

 

Verse III 

Let all things their Creator bless, 
And worship God in humbleness, 
Sing your praises! Alleluia! Praise 

God the Father, God the Son, 
And God the Spirit, Three in One! 

Sing your praises! Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 



Presider: In the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

All Reply: Amen. 

Presider: Christ is risen! 

All Reply: Christ is truly risen! 
Alleluia!  

  

INTRODUCTION to the DAY and 
OPENING PRAYER 

  

Presider:  

The Lord of Life comes to us 
today and says, “Peace be with 
you.” He comes to us and brings 
his Holy Spirit so that he will 
never be apart from us.  



Yet, we know that even with the 
Sprit of God, we may sometimes 
doubt that God is with us Like 
Thomas, we may demand to see 
the wounded hands of Jesus as 
proof. The wounded hands of 
Jesus can be seen through our 
community in the sick and 
suffering, in the neighbor who 
has lost work, or in those who 
hands are worn by serving others. 
Indeed, we can see Christ alive 
today in his body, the Church, 
and so we sing “glory” to our 
Living God. 

 

 

 

 



Glory to God 

Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace to people of good 
will.  

We praise you, we bless you, we 
adore you, we glorify you, we 
give you thanks for your great 
glory,  

Lord God, heavenly King, O God, 
almighty Father.  

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten 
Son,  

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of 
the Father, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the 
world, receive our prayer; you 
are seated at the right hand of the 

https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/glory-to-god/s-NFnfuaE1xJa?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/the-octave-of-easter-divine-mercy-sunday/s-8xlo5mRwgGj
https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/glory-to-god/s-NFnfuaE1xJa?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/the-octave-of-easter-divine-mercy-sunday/s-8xlo5mRwgGj


Father, have mercy on us.  

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, you alone 
are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory 
of God the Father. Amen. 

 

 

Presider:  

Let us pray… (all pause and pray 
silently for a moment) 
  

God of everlasting mercy, who in 
the very recurrence of the paschal 
feast  kindle the faith of the 
people you have made your own, 
increase, we pray, the grace you 



have bestowed, that all may grasp 
and rightly understand in what 
font they have been washed, by 
whose Spirit they have been 
reborn, by whose Blood they have 
been redeemed. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, on God, 
for ever and ever.  
  

All Reply: Amen. 

  

 

 

 

 

  



 

FIRST READING 

Acts 2:42-47 

Lector:   

A reading from the Acts of the 
Apostles: 

They devoted themselves 
to the teaching of the apostles and 
to the communal life, to the 
breaking of bread and to the 
prayers. Awe came upon 
everyone, and many wonders and 
signs were done through the 
apostles. All who believed were 
together and had all things in 
common; they would sell their 
property and possessions and 
divide them among all according 



to each one’s need. Every day 
they devoted themselves to 
meeting together in the temple 
area and to breaking bread in 
their homes. They ate their meals 
with exultation and sincerity of 
heart, praising God and enjoying 
favor with all the people. And 
every day the Lord added to their 
number those who were being 
saved.  

 

The Word of the Lord.  

All Reply: Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 



 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

Psalm 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23 

 The Responsorial Psalm may either be 
sung using the music playlist or read, lead 
by a Lector, with all others replying. 

 

Lector:  

This is the day the Lord has 
made; let us rejoice and be glad. 

 

All Reply:  

This is the day the Lord has 
made; let us rejoice and be glad. 
  

 

https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/this-is-the-day/s-Ax8o2k8jTga?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/the-octave-of-easter-divine-mercy-sunday/s-8xlo5mRwgGj
https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/this-is-the-day/s-Ax8o2k8jTga?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/the-octave-of-easter-divine-mercy-sunday/s-8xlo5mRwgGj


Lector:   

Give thanks to the LORD, for 
God is good; his mercy endures 
forever; Let the house of Israel 
say: “His mercy endures forever.” 
  

All Reply:  

This is the day the Lord has 
made; let us rejoice and be glad. 
  

Lector:  

The hand of the LORD has struck 
with power, God’s right had is 
exalted. I shall not die, but live 
anew, declaring the works of the 
LORD. 
 

 



All Reply:  

This is the day the Lord has 
made; let us rejoice and be glad. 
  

Lector:   

The stone which the builders 
rejected has become the 
cornerstone; The Lord of love and 
mercy has brought wonder to our 
eyes! 
  

All Reply:  

This is the day the Lord has 
made; let us rejoice and be glad. 

  

  

 

 



 

SECOND READING 

I Peter 1:3-9 

  Lector:   

A reading from the first letter of 
Saint Peter: 

Brothers and sisters: 
Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who in his 
great mercy gave us a new birth 
to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead, to an inheritance that is 
imperishable, undefiled, and 
unfading, kept in heaven for you 
who by the power of God are 
safeguarded through faith, to a 
salvation that is ready to be 



revealed in the final time. In this 
you rejoice, although now for a 
little while you may have to 
suffer through various trials, so 
that the genuineness of your faith, 
more precious than gold that is 
perishable even though tested by 
fire, may prove to be for praise, 
glory, and honor at the revelation 
of Jesus Christ. Although you 
have not seen him you love him; 
even though you do not see him 
now yet believe in him, you 
rejoice with an indescribable and 
glorious joy, as you attain the 
goal of your faith, the salvation of 
your souls.  

The Word of the Lord. 

 All Reply: Thanks be to God.  



  

GOSPEL 

John 20:19-31 

Presider:  

A reading from the Holy Gospel 
according to Saint John. 

On the evening of that first day of 
the week, when the doors were 
locked, where the disciples were, 
for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 
and stood in their midst and said 
to them, “Peace be  with you.” 
When he had said this, he 
showed them his hands and his 
side. The disciples rejoiced when 
they saw the Lord. Jesus said to 
them again, “Peace be with you. 
As the Father has sent me, so I 



send you.” And when he had said 
this, he breathed on them and 
said to them, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are 
forgiven them, and whose sins 
you retain are retained.” 

Thomas, called Didymus, one of 
the Twelve, was not with them 
when Jesus came. So the other 
disciples said to him, “We have 
seen the Lord.” But he said to 
them, “Unless I see the mark of 
the nails in his hands and put my 
finger into the nailmarks and put 
my hand into his side, I will not 
believe.” 

Now a week later his disciples 
were again inside, and Thomas 



was with them. Jesus came, 
although the doors were locked, 
and stood in their midst and said, 
“Peace be with you.” Then he 
said to Thomas, “Put your finger 
here and see my hands, and bring 
your hand and put it into my 
side, and do not be unbelieving, 
but believe.” Thomas answered 
and said to him, “My Lord and 
my God!” Jesus said to him, 
“Have you come to believe 
because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not 
seen and have believed.” 

Now, Jesus did many other signs 
in the presence of his disciples 
that are not written in this book. 
But these are written that you 



may come to believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that through this  belief you may 
have life in his name. 

 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

All Reply:  

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

HOMILY 

For the homily, the presider may listen to 
this homily from Fr. Bob or preach their 
own homily based on the readings. After 
the homily, you may wish to spend a few 
moments speaking with each other about 
the readings and how they apply to your 

life.  

Children should be especially encouraged to 
share what they have learned from the 

Word of God. 

 

Before the Universal Prayer, you may 
wish to use this Piano Reflection on 

Lord of All Hopefulness as a 
meditation on the Spirit of God, which 

is with us always. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C_Tn5EHFSXM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C_Tn5EHFSXM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C_Tn5EHFSXM&feature=youtu.be
https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/piano-reflection-lord-of-all-hopefulness/s-Rlmgwt3vRy8?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/the-octave-of-easter-divine-mercy-sunday/s-8xlo5mRwgGj
https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/piano-reflection-lord-of-all-hopefulness/s-Rlmgwt3vRy8?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/the-octave-of-easter-divine-mercy-sunday/s-8xlo5mRwgGj


 

UNIVERSAL PRAYER 

All stand for the Universal Prayer. 

  

Presider:   
Trusting that that God is with us, 
we present the needs of our 
community: 
  

Lector:   

For the Church, that like the 
earliest disciples, we may bear 
faithful witness to the life, death, 
and Resurrection of Christ.  

We pray to the Lord: 
All Reply:   
Lord, hear our prayer.   
  



Lector:   

For all the human family, that 
Christ’s victory over death may 
bring hope  and healing to all who 
are burdened by poverty, disease, 
prejudice, and fear.  

We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:   

Lord, hear our prayer.   
  

Lector:   

For all who doubt their faith, that 
they may experience the Risen 
Lord and discover the truth 
through his love and mercy.  

We pray to the Lord: 
All Reply:   
Lord, hear our prayer.    



Lector:   

For the gift of peace, that Christ’s 
gift may abide with us and 
sustain us through all the 
challenges that we may face 
during this difficult time.   

We pray to the Lord: 
All Reply:   
Lord, hear our prayer.   
 

Lector:  

For those who have died this 
week, especially for Mary 
Kennedy, that they may see the 
resurrected Jesus face-to-face.  

We pray to the Lord: 

 All Reply:   
Lord, hear our prayer.   



Lector:  

For Frieda Chmiliewski, James 
DeSantis, Dolores Doyle, Shirley 
Hawkins, and Joseph and Shirley 
Toenyes, remembered in a special 
way in our pray to day, that they 
may know the joy of their risen 
Savior. We pray to the Lord: 
All Reply:   

Lord, hear our prayer.   
  

At this time, the presider may wish to 
invite all those gathered to offer their own 

prayer intentions. 

Presider:   
God of peace, we trust that you 
are with us always. You reveal 
yourself to  us in the faces of the 
poor. Teach us to always know 



your Spirit, seek your face 
revealed, and serve you with a 
joyful heart.  
Grant this and all our prayers 
through Jesus Christ, the Giver of 
Peace. 
All Reply:   
Amen. 
 
 
 
   

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Presider:   

At the Savior’s command and 
formed by divine teaching, we 
dare to say: 

 



All :    
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed by thy name; Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread, and 
for forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass 
against us; And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. 
 
Presider:  
Deliver us, Lord we pray, from 
every evil, Grant peace in our 
days, and protect us from all 
anxiety as we await the joyful 
hope of the coming of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ. 
  



All:   
For the kingdom, the power and 
the glory are yours, now and for 
ever. 
Amen. 
 

ACT of SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

  

All: 

My Jesus, I believe that you are 
present in the Most Holy 
Sacrament. I love you above all 
things and I desire to receive 
you in my soul. Since I cannot 
at this moment receive you 
sacramentally, Come at least 
spiritually into my heart. I 
embrace you as if you were 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lunjvi2_Xms&feature=youtu.be


already there and unite myself 
wholly to you. Never permit me 
to be separated from you. 

Amen.  

  

  

THE CONCLUDING PRAYER and 

FINAL BLESSING 

 Presider: Let us pray… (all 
pause and pray silently for a 
moment) 

Grant, we pray, almighty God, 
that all who celebrate the Paschal 
Mystery may receive its 
continuing effect in their minds 
and hearts. Through Christ our 
Lord. 

All Reply:  Amen. 



Presider:   
Let us bless the Lord: Alleluia! 
Alleluia! 
(all make the Sign of the Cross) 
All Reply:   
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
Alleluia! 
  

CONCLUDING HYMN 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Verse I 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Hearts and 
voice to heaven raise: Sing to God 
a hymn of gladness, Sing to God 
a hymn of praise. Christ, who on 
the cross a victim For the world's 
salvation bled, Jesus Christ, the 

King of glory, Now is risen from 
the dead. 

https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/concluding-hymn-alleluia/s-O50qThu7pm3?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/the-octave-of-easter-divine-mercy-sunday/s-8xlo5mRwgGj
https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/concluding-hymn-alleluia/s-O50qThu7pm3?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/the-octave-of-easter-divine-mercy-sunday/s-8xlo5mRwgGj
https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/concluding-hymn-alleluia/s-O50qThu7pm3?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/the-octave-of-easter-divine-mercy-sunday/s-8xlo5mRwgGj
https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/concluding-hymn-alleluia/s-O50qThu7pm3?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/the-octave-of-easter-divine-mercy-sunday/s-8xlo5mRwgGj


 

Verse II 

Now the iron bars are broken, 
Christ from death to life is born, 
Glorious life and life immortal, 

On that holy Easter morn. Christ 
has triumphed, and we conquer 
By this mighty enterprise, We 

with Christ to life eternal By his 
resurrection rise. 

 
Verse III 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Glory be to 
God on high; Alleluia to the 

Savior Who has won the victory; 
Alleluia to the Spirit, Fount of 

love and sanctity; Alleluia! 
Alleluia! To the Triune Majesty. 


