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Jesus reminds his disciples that “where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I with 

them.” (Matthew 18:20). The Second Vatican Council also reminds us that Christ “is present in His 

word, since it is He Himself who speaks when the Holy Scriptures are read.” (Sacrosanctum concili-

um, 7). During these days when the health of our communities demands a period of social distanc-

ing, we must remain in strong spiritual communion. We encourage families to celebrate the Sunday 

Liturgy of the Word together with prayer and singing, with readings of the Word of God, and with 

preaching. We pray the Word of God may help nourish you in these days and for a safe return to 

our communal celebration of the Eucharistic Banquet.  

 

The Ministers for the Liturgy of the Word: 

As Baptized members of the Church, we all share in Christ’s priesthood. Any baptized Christian—

woman, man, child, adult—may serve in any of these ministerial roles. We encourage all members 

of the family to take ministerial roles.  
 

Presider: The presider for the Liturgy of the Word leads the prayers for all those who are gathered 

and reads the Gospel. The presider may also choose to preach or share a short reflection on the read-

ings for the day. A homily from Padre Bob is also provided.  
 

Lectors: Lectors proclaim the Word of God. You will need at least one lector to read the readings 

and the Prayers of the Faithful. You may wish to have each reading and the Prayers of the Faithful 

read by a different lector. If possible, the lectors should use a family Bible for the readings. We      

recommend using a bookmark to mark the First Reading, Second Reading, and the Gospel. You 

should read the Responsorial Psalm from this worship guide or sing the Responsorial Psalm using 

the music playlist provided.  
 

Celebrating the Liturgy of the Word: 

Postures: Your postures (sitting and standing) may parallel the Liturgy of the Word at Mass, but 

you should feel free to make adaptations that best suit your family.  
 

Music: Sunday is the Lord’s Day, and the Psalms remind us that “All that have life and breath, 

praise the Lord!” (Psalm 150:6) We have provided music selections that may be sung throughout the 

Liturgy of the Word.  
 

Arranging your home for the Liturgy of the Word: There are many ways you may set up your 

home for the Liturgy of the Word. You can set up a place of prominence where the readings will be 

read, or your family can all gather together in a circle in the living room. The most important thing 

is that you are arranged so that you can interact in prayer. 
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Opening Rites 

All stand and sing the opening hymn. 

 

Opening Hymn Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven

  

  

  

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presider: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All Reply: Amen. 

Presider: Christ is risen! 

All Reply: Christ is truly risen! Alleluia!  

https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/praise-my-soul-the-king-of/s-Wbn58FXJ3NH?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/third-sunday-of-easter/s-tkIT198axzo
https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/praise-my-soul-the-king-of/s-Wbn58FXJ3NH?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/third-sunday-of-easter/s-tkIT198axzo
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Introduction to the Day and Opening Prayer 

Presider: “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening and the day is almost over.” Two 

 disciples on the road to Emmaus said these words of welcome to  

 someone they thought was a complete stranger, but was actually Jesus, 

 risen from the dead. Today, we might ask ourselves if we have  

 recognized Christ when he walks with us on our journey. Do we see 

 Christ in the members of our family who help us navigate these difficult 

 days? Do we see Christ in the grocery store worker doing everything she 

 can to make sure the food we need to prepare for our families is ready 

 when we go shopping? Christ is with us most especially in the Breaking 

 of the Bread, the Eucharist. During this time that we are not able to  

 gather to celebrate the Eucharist, we can ask Christ to reveal himself to 

 us through the work of friends and neighbors. Because he is always with 

 us, we joyfully sing our Glory to God! 
  

Glory to God 

  

https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/glory-to-god/s-NFnfuaE1xJa?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/third-sunday-of-easter/s-tkIT198axzo
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Presider: Let us pray… (all pause and pray silently for a moment) 
  

 May your people exult for ever, O God, in renewed youthfulness of  

 spirit, so that, rejoicing now in the restored glory of our adoption, we 

 may look forward in confident hope  to the rejoicing of the day of  

 resurrection. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 

 reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for ever  

 and ever.  
 

All Reply: Amen. 

 

All are seated for the readings from Sacred Scripture. 
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First Reading Acts 2:14, 22-33 

 

Lector:  A reading from the Acts of the Apostles: 

  

 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and proclaimed: 

 “You who are Jews, indeed all of you staying in Jerusalem. 

 Let this be known to you, and listen to my words. 

 You who are Israelites, hear these words. 

 Jesus the Nazarene was a man commended to you by God with mighty 

 deeds, wonders, and signs, which God worked through him in your 

 midst, as you yourselves know. This man, delivered up by the set plan

 and foreknowledge of God, you killed, using lawless men to crucify him. 

 But God raised him up, releasing him from the throes of death, because it 

 was impossible for him to be held by it. For David says of him: 

 I saw the Lord ever before me, with him at my right hand I shall not be  

 disturbed. Therefore my heart has been glad and my tongue has exulted; 

 my flesh, too, will dwell in hope, because you will not abandon my soul to the 

 netherworld, nor will you suffer your holy one to see corruption. You have made 

 known to me the paths of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence. 

 “My brothers, one can confidently say to you about the patriarch David 

 that he died and was buried, and his tomb is in our midst to this day. 

 But since he was a prophet and knew that God had sworn an oath to him 

 that he would set one of his descendants upon his throne, he foresaw 

 and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that neither was he  

 abandoned to the netherworld nor did his flesh see corruption. 

 God raised this Jesus; of this we are all witnesses. 

 Exalted at the right hand of God, he received the promise of the Holy 

 Spirit from the Father and poured him forth, as you see and hear.” 

  

 The Word of the Lord. 

 

 

All Reply: Thanks be to God.  
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Responsorial Psalm Psalm 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11 
 

The Responsorial Psalm may either be sung using the music playlist or read, lead by a Lector,  

with all others replying.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lector: Lord, you will show us the path of life. 

All Reply: Lord, you will show us the path of life.  
 

Lector:  Preserve me, O God, for in you I take refuge. I say to the Lord, “You are 

 my Lord.” O Lord, it is you who are my portion and cup; you yourself 

 who secure my lot. 
 

All Reply: Lord, you will show us the path of life.  
 

Lector: I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel, who even and night directs 

 my heart. I keep the Lord before me always; with him at my right hand, 

 I shall not be moved.  
 

All Reply: Lord, you will show us the path of life.  
 

Lector:  And so, my heart rejoices, my soul is glad; even my flesh shall rest in 

 hope. For you will not abandon my soul to hell nor let your holy  

 one see corruption. 
 

All Reply: Lord, you will show us the path of life.  
 

Lector:  You will show me the path of life, the fullness of joy in your presence,  

 at your right hand, bliss forever.  
 

All Reply: Lord, you will show us the path of life.  

https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/the-path-of-life/s-bRhKgcFCkOX?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/third-sunday-of-easter/s-tkIT198axzo
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Second Reading I Peter 1:17-21 

 

Lector:  A reading from the first letter of Saint Peter: 

 Beloved: 

  

 If you invoke as Father him who judges impartially 

 according to each one’s works, 

 conduct yourselves with reverence during the time of your sojourning, 

 realizing that you were ransomed from your futile conduct, 

 handed on by your ancestors, 

 not with perishable things like silver or gold 

 but with the precious blood of Christ 

 as of a spotless unblemished lamb. 

 He was known before the foundation of the world 

 but revealed in the final time for you, 

 who through him believe in God 

 who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, 

 so that your faith and hope are in God. 

  

 The Word of the Lord. 
 

All Reply: Thanks be to God.  

 

 

All stand for the proclamation of the Gospel. 

The Gospel Acclamation is either sung or omitted. 

 

Gospel Acclamation c.f. Luke 24:13-35 

  

 

 

Lord Jesus, open the Scriptures to us; make our hearts burn while you speak to us! 

https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/alleluia-easter-iii/s-tbs1freOuY8?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/third-sunday-of-easter/s-tkIT198axzo
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Gospel    Luke 24:13-35 

Presider:  A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke. 

 That very day, the first day of the week, two of Jesus’ disciples were  

 going to a village seven miles from Jerusalem called Emmaus, 

 and they were conversing about all the things that had occurred. 

 And it happened that while they were conversing and debating, 

 Jesus himself drew near and walked with them, 

 but their eyes were prevented from recognizing him. 

 He asked them, “What are you discussing as you walk along?” 

 They stopped, looking downcast. 

 One of them, named Cleopas, said to him in reply, 

 “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know of the things 

 that have taken place there in these days?” 

 And he replied to them, “What sort of things?” 

 They said to him, “The things that happened to Jesus the Nazarene, 

 who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the  

 people, how our chief priests and rulers both handed him over 

 to a sentence of death and crucified him. 

 But we were hoping that he would be the one to redeem Israel; 

 and besides all this, it is now the third day since this took place. 

 Some women from our group, however, have astounded us: 

 they were at the tomb early in the morning and did not find his body; 

 they came back and reported that they had indeed seen a vision of angels 

 who announced that he was alive. 

 Then some of those with us went to the tomb and found things just as the 

 women had described, but him they did not see.” 

 And he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are! 

 How slow of heart to believe all that the prophets spoke! 

 Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things 

 and enter into his glory?” 

 Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them 

 what referred to him in all the Scriptures. 

 As they approached the village to which they were going, 

 he gave the impression that he was going on farther. 

 But they urged him, “Stay with us, 

 for it is nearly evening and the day is almost over.” 

 So he went in to stay with them. 
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 And it happened that, while he was with them at table, 

 he took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them. 

 With that their eyes were opened and they recognized him, 

 but he vanished from their sight. 

 Then they said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us 

 while he spoke to us on the way and opened the Scriptures to us?” 

 So they set out at once and returned to Jerusalem where they found  

 gathered together the eleven and those with them who were saying, 

 “The Lord has truly been raised and has appeared to Simon!” 

 Then the two recounted what had taken place on the way 

 and how he was made known to them in the breaking of bread.  

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

All Reply: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

All are seated for the homily. 

 

 

Homily   

  

For the homily, you may read or listen to Fr. Bob’s homily, or the presider may preach a homily based on the 

readings for the day. After the homily, you may wish to spend a few moments speaking with each other about 

the readings and how they apply to your life.        

Children should be especially encouraged to share what they have learned from the Word of God. 

 

In the Gospel today we are given an account of another post resurrection appearance 

of Jesus to two of his disciples. We are told that two weary followers of Jesus were   

returning from Jerusalem after the events that had happened on Mount Calvary. They 

were sad, confused and disappointed. Only a few days before, they had been          

witnesses and participants in the excitement of the crowd as Jesus entered Jerusalem 

amidst shouts of joy and expectation. But only a short time later, they watched as     

Jesus was arrested, condemned to a horrible death and eventually died as a criminal 

on a cross. Shouts of joy had become calls for execution. What had gone so wrong? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=2&v=mB_KQXx2EOg&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=2&v=mB_KQXx2EOg&feature=emb_title
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For these disciples, who had followed Jesus, what happened on Calvary seemed like 

the end of all their hopes and dreams that Jesus was truly the long awaited Messiah, 

the liberator of the Jewish nation from the oppressive Roman occupation. But now, 

with the sound of the hammer banging nails into Jesus’ feet and hands, the hope was 

evaporated in an instant. There was nothing to do now but return to their homes and 

look at a new future. 

While they were returning home to the small village of Emmaus, they were discussing 

all that they had seen and experienced in the last few days. As they walked along, 

they encountered Jesus and began to walk along with him. The disciples did not     

recognize that it was Jesus walking with them. Jesus had heard them talking and 

asked what they had been talking about. One of the disciples, Cleopas, was surprised 

that Jesus appeared to have not been aware of the events that had taken place. Need-

ing to process all that he had witnessed, Cleopas began to explain about the death of 

Jesus and even talked about how Jesus was hoped to be the fulfillment of all the Old 

Testament prophecies.  

Jesus listened patiently, and he proclaimed to them, “How foolish you are.” Jesus 

then gave them a Bible lesson and reminded them that all that had happened was the 

will of God. 

Arriving at Emmaus, the disciples in true Middle Eastern hospitality invited Jesus to 

stay with them for the night. After washing their feet, they sat down together at a     

table and Jesus took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them. 

Saint Luke preserved this story of the road to Emmaus, not so that we could look back 

and be envious of how blessed these two disciples were to have had this encounter 

with Jesus, but so that we could believe that what Jesus had done for them, he        

continues to do for us. When we follow our sacred tradition of coming together for 

Mass on Sunday, the church becomes “our Emmaus.” It is at Mass that Jesus           

continues to speak to us through the Sacred Scriptures. As we stand and kneel before 

the altar during the Eucharistic prayer we see once again the actions of Jesus at our  

table as He takes bread, pronounces a blessing, breaks the bread and says, “Take and 

eat, this is my Body; take and drink, this is my blood.” 
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 It has not been easy to be away from communal worship in our parish churches.      

Because of this, we have been asked to make our homes into “domestic churches” 

where we gather for prayer and support. Even though we may be fearful, feel isolated 

and must stay at home, Jesus is still walking with us. He will continue to speak to us 

in the scriptures and prayers we read and say together. He will sit at our table and 

break bread with us. 

Our hope is that soon we can come back together to celebrate Mass together.       

Meanwhile, let us recognize that Jesus is walking with us. We continue to pray for the 

end of the Virus, we pray for the brave doctors and nurses who are giving so much to 

help slow down the spread of the Virus. God bless you and may our Blessed Mother 

hold each of you in her protective arms.  

 

Instrumental Offertory 

Before the Universal Prayer, you may wish to use this Piano Reflection on “We Remember” as a 

meditation on the presence of God, revealed to us as the fourth verse of this song reminds us:  

“See the face of Christ revealed in every person standing by your side. Gifts to one another, and 

temples of your love!” 

 

Universal Prayer 

All stand for the Universal Prayer. 

Presider:  We have seen our Lord as we walk on our journey. We know he hears us 

  and answers our every need. Filled with hope, we present the concerns of 

  our community: 
 

Lector:  For the Church throughout the world, that the freedom brought by the 

  Resurrection may enable us to live with purpose, forsaking the fruitless 

  pursuits of power, fame, and wealth. We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our prayer.   
 

Lector:  For all the human family, that God will liberate us from the coronavirus 

  pandemic, help us to grow in awareness of the needs of others, and build 

  trust and cooperation among nations. We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our prayer.   

https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/piano-reflection-we-remember/s-9HdKLtyGyF4?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/third-sunday-of-easter/s-tkIT198axzo
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Lector:  For all who are on significant journeys, for missionaries, pilgrims, aid 

  workers, and members of the military, that they may be protected from 

  harm and strengthened in their awareness of God’s presence with them. 

  We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our prayer.   
 

Lector:  For the grace to be faithful witnesses to the Gospel, that God will  

  strengthen us in the face of trial and hardship to always proclaim the good 

  news with our lives. We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our prayer.   
 

Lector:  For all who have died this week, that they may know the everlasting joy of 

  the Lord’s salvation. We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

Lector:  For Gary Asmus, Dale and Dorothy Fancher, and Kyle Rzepka, that they 

  may enjoy perfect happiness and peace for all eternity.    

  We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

Lector:  For our parish communities, that we may always keep the light of the 

  Risen Christ burning in our lives. We pray to the Lord: 

All Reply:  Risen Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

At this time, the presider may wish to invite all those gathered to offer their own prayer intentions. 

 

 

Presider:  Good and loving God, our constant companion on the journey, open our 

  eyes to the ways your reveal yourself to us and teach us how to share your 

  presence with others.  
 

  Grant this and all our prayers through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

All Reply:  Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Presider:  At the Savior’s command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say: 

 

All :   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name; 

  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread, and for forgive us our trespasses, 

  As we forgive those who trespass against us; 

  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 

Presider: Deliver us, Lord we pray, from every evil, 

  Grant peace in our days, and protect us from all anxiety as we await 

  the joyful hope of the coming of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 

All:  For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and for ever. 

  Amen. 

 

 

Act of Spiritual Communion 

 

All:   My Jesus, I believe that You are truly present     

  in the Most Holy Sacrament.        

  I love You above all things         

  and I desire to receive You into my soul.      

  Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,   

  come at least spiritually into my heart.       

  I embrace You as if You were already there      

  and unite myself wholly to You.        

  Never permit me to be separated from You.           

  Amen 

https://youtu.be/lunjvi2_Xms
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The Concluding Prayer and Final Blessing 

 

Presider: Let us pray… (all pause and pray silently for a moment) 

 Grant, we pray, almighty God, that all who seek you with sincerity of 

 heart may meet you along the way, and walk with you to the promise of 

 Resurrection. Through Christ our Lord. 

All Reply:  Amen. 

 

Presider:  Let us bless the Lord. 

  (all make the Sign of the Cross) 

All Reply:  Thanks be to God.  

 
Concluding Hymn                 On Emmaus’ Road  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/emmaus-song/s-JRBZFGYRRuf?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/third-sunday-of-easter/s-tkIT198axzo
https://soundcloud.com/caleb-wenzel-324012263/emmaus-song/s-JRBZFGYRRuf?in=caleb-wenzel-324012263/sets/third-sunday-of-easter/s-tkIT198axzo

