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In today’s Gospel, Jesus encounters a man who was born blind. This man was not only 
physically unable to see but he also had to experience the darkness of isolation from his 
community. If being blind was not difficult enough, he was surrounded by people who 
even thought that his blindness was the result of sin and was a punishment for whatever 
the sin was.  

Jesus had compassion for the man – he touched him, smeared clay on his eyes, and 
said to him, “Go wash in the Pool of Siloam.” So he went and washed, and came back 
able to see.  

How easy it would have been for him to wallow in self-pity and hopelessness. How easy 
it would have been when Jesus told him to “wash in the pool of Siloam” to say, “Why? 
What difference will it make? How can this change anything?” Refusing to comply would 
be understandable, but the man born blind took the next step. He went, he washed, and 
he came back able to see. 

At this time in the midst of a worldwide Pandemic, we must resist the temptation to 
remain in self-pity and hopelessness. We may sense, like the man born blind, that life 
as we knew it over a month ago has changed to an atmosphere of darkness and 
isolation. We are encouraged to stay isolated from social contacts. Our schools, venues 
of entertainment, sports, restaurants and even our churches are closed to public 
gatherings. We are worried about our jobs, our financial investments, our children, our 
elderly relatives and friends, and our own health. 

What can we do in the midst of this darkness and isolation? I would suggest we do what 
the blind man did: go and wash in the pool of our faith. Even though the temporary 
suspension of public Masses is in effect – that does not mean we cannot live out our 
faith. We must for the time being nourish our spiritual life with devotions and practices 
we can do at home. We can in a real, tangible way make our homes the domestic 
church. Jesus tells us: “where two or three are gathered in my name, so am I.” We 
can gather as family to pray together, to read Scripture together, to pray the Rosary or 
Stations of the Cross, to be more kind to each other and to spend more time together in 
sharing our fears and concerns. 

There are many works of charity we can do: when going to the store, check with an 
elderly neighbor or single parent with children at home and ask if you can get anything 
for them while you are shopping. You might give blood where it might be needed. You 
might call someone who may be alone and ask how they are doing. You might make get 
well cards for hospital patients or happy cards for nursing home residents. You might 
call schools or food banks to volunteer to help with food-providing programs during this 
difficult time. You might have the means to donate money to food pantries. “What we 
do to the least of our brothers and sisters we do to Jesus.” 

The sad news that all public Masses have been suspended beginning on Friday, March 
20 until at least April 5th has saddened us all. Bishop Bradley said this was “the most 
difficult challenge and heart-wrenching decision I have faced, not only as a 
Bishop, but in my life as a priest.” Being unable to come to Mass and receive the Gift 



of the Eucharist is a huge sacrifice that we must make to protect the health and well-
being of all those with whom we come in contact. While this restriction is temporary, our 
Faith life continues. We must stay strong.  

Bishop Bradley in his letter to the Diocese concluded with a statement from Pope 
Francis. “The Holy Spirit’s hope deep in our hearts rekindles the certainty that we 
are precious because we are loved. It instills the trust that we are not alone. It is a 
hope that leaves peace and joy within, irrespective of what happens outside. It is 
a hope that has strong roots that none of life’s storms can uproot.” 

In the darkness of the current situation, let us turn to the light of Christ who will bring us 
through the storm more united and with a greater faith.  

  

 


