
                   HOMILY – 5TH SUNDAY OF LENT 

One of the great miracle stories in the Gospels is the story of 

the raising of Lazarus by Jesus. It is not a story about 

resurrection. Resurrection is the Good News that happened to 

Jesus on Easter Sunday. Resurrection is the completion of the 

Paschal Mystery – the movement from death to eternal life. 

Resurrection is what we hope will happen to us when Jesus 

returns on the last day. Lazarus was resuscitated, called back 

into life. His life appeared to be ended by a serious illness. He 

was being called back into a life where there would be further 

illness, future pain, moments of trial and would end with a 

death he would have to endure. 

Like Lazarus we are experiencing a kind of death because of the 

Coronavirus. Life as we have known it suddenly came to a kind 

of an end because of the Virus. Now we are filled with 

uncertainty. We have been asked to be isolated in a kind of 

“tomb”. All around the world people are mourning the death of 

loved ones. Institutions that provided us with escape and 

socialization like sporting events, restaurants, movie theaters, 

beaches, religious gatherings, amusement parks and fun 

gatherings – a stone has been rolled.  

Through prayer we long for a resurrection – a new life without 

the Virus. That might be in the far distant future. So now, we 

can only look for a resuscitation of hope, patience and 

confidence as all measures are being used to end this “new 

normal”. 



Lazarus came out of the tomb, into light, back to the life he 

once knew. By that act, Lazarus became an example of what 

Paschal Mystery is all about. He suffered, died and rose to a 

new life. We all need the courage to leave the tomb for the 

present and leave behind the peaceful, safe, and easy life we 

enjoyed and trust that all will be better soon. But we must not 

forget that in the midst of all this we are still called to the 

Mission of the Eucharist. “Come out” and be patient with each 

other. “Come out” and help each other with phone calls, e-

mails. “Come out” and increase prayer in your homes. “Come 

out and where you can help the needy with donations to those 

food banks and other agencies that are stepping up to help the 

most vulnerable. “Come out” and offer to shop for someone 

that is homebound. 

Jesus is calling us to “Come out”. We may be tempted to stay in 

our tomb of fear, insecurity until everything goes back to 

normal. But Lazarus shows us that the Mission of the Eucharist 

calls us to stand up and walk. Lazarus teaches us that when we 

leave the tomb behind, we discover that we do not need to be 

alone. As our eyes adjust to the light of this real situation we 

are in, we are not alone. We come to see that Jesus who called 

Lazarus is also calling us. Jesus who has called us is the one who 

is standing by our side. God bless you and stay safe but live in 

hope. This too will pass. 


