
HOMILY INTRODUCTION FOR STEPHEN MINISTRY PRESENTATION  1-12-20 

 

Our first Bishop in the Diocese of Kalamazoo, Paul Donovan, had an extraordinary gift of remembering names 

of people he met. No matter where it was he met someone, he would remember their name and even the 

name of their spouse.  

 

I really believe Bishop Donovan understood that calling someone by name was recognizing someone, not 

simply as human, but as a person.  

 

He believed you bestow dignity on another person when you call them by name.  

 

In Biblical terms, the Baptism of Jesus that we remember this weekend marks the moment in Jesus' life when 

he recognizes his own dignity. It is the moment when Jesus hears his true name. The baptism of Jesus marks 

a specific change, a watershed in his life. At that moment Jesus realizes that he is more than the son of Mary, 

more than a faithful Jew, more than the son of a carpenter. He is God's beloved Son.  

 

Because of our own baptism, we need to claim our own dignity. God has made us and saved us. God has 

made us His own son or daughter. We will only know that identity when we claim our true name: MY 

BELOVED SON OR DAUGHTER.  

 

This identity should lead us to mission. The minute we are able to say to ourselves, "I am a beloved daughter 

or son,” in that minute, we have good news. We have good news to spread to the world. Jesus' baptism does 

not only mark the moment where he claims his true identity and dignity, it is also the beginning of his public 

ministry. For in Jesus' life, as in ours, when we claim our dignity, we become empowered for mission. "Dignity 

leads to service." 

 

This weekend I have asked Carol Swope, our Stephen Ministry coordinator, to speak today about the beautiful 

work that Stephen Ministry does and how we might support this healing ministry. 

 

Carol Swope’s Presentation: 

 

I want to thank Padre for giving us this time to share our Stephen Ministry with you as we prepare this 

weekend to commission three new ministers into service.    

 

For more than 26 years, I’ve been involved in Stephen ministry.  After going through 80 hours of training and 

commissioning, I didn’t fully know what I was getting into.  But this ministry has become my mission and 

passion.  “Christ caring for people through people” is a good description of who we are.   It is God who gives 

Stephen Ministry its power – we are the care givers while God is the Cure giver.  He brings his love & power 

into each caring relationship that we are privileged to support.  We are not fixers, but rather help our CR’s find 

their own answers by listening, offering support and care.   

We are part of an international ministry, reaching out with more than 12,000 congregations and communities 

across the country.    Our SM’s are not just from OLOL but we have included St. Mary’s Parish in Niles and 

have ministers and support from their parish as well!   We are bound to strict codes of conduct and 

confidentiality, respecting boundaries and often speaking the truth in love.  But most importantly, we are there 

to allow God to work through us to do what He needs to do in our care receiver’s life.  WE simply don’t have 

the answers.  But it’s amazing to see and hear what God does as we serve others!!   



As I mentioned earlier, confidentially is our hallmark.  The identity of those receiving care and everything they 

discuss with a Stephen Minister always remains completely private.  Even our phone line is a private number 

that only I answer.  You can find it in the bulletin or on our parish website. 

 

Like others, the Stephen Ministers that we are commissioning have completed 50+ hours of training and are 

now required to attend ongoing, monthly supervision and continuing education.  They will become caring 

friends who listens to, cares for, prays with, supports and encourages their Care Receivers.  (always women to 

women and men to men) for as long as needed.       

Care receivers come to us from all walks of life, whether parishioner or community member.  We have supplied 

a Stephen Minister to the Edwardsburg Food Pantry one day a week.  Care Receivers are dealing with a vast 

array of issues:  the obvious one like loss, grief and illness are always a part of what we help with.  Be we also 

help those with spiritual struggles, family/relationship problems, separations and divorce, life- 

 

changes, aging issues, loneliness or discouragement, loss of hope, and many other life challenges.  It is 

important to note that Stephen Ministers are not professional counselors.  Some issues need the help of 

trained and licensed therapists and for those, we refer to counseling with the option of adding a Stephen 

Minister further down the road.   

 

So How do people find out about Stephen Ministry?   YOU are our greatest advertiser!!  By sharing our ministry 

to those within your circle of influence – neighbors, friends, family members, co-workers are all people that 

may need a Stephen Minister.  Because of that, we ask that you equip yourself with a couple of our brochures 

to share with someone who may need our support.   

 

If you have questions or maybe struggling with an issue in your own life, give me a call and we can set up a 

time to talk.  Maybe you’ve thought about becoming a Stephen Minister and would like to discuss the potential.  

Other ways you can be involved is to help us with our Prayer Blanket Ministry, either by making them or 

providing materials.  These blankets are available to anyone who is ill or going through a tough time.  We’ve 

also supplied nearly 100 blankets to children in Child Protective Services throughout Southwest Michigan.  

Donate supplies we need in making our Sunshine Boxes that are distributed several times a year to our 

homebound.  Help us monetarily so that we can purchase the “Journey Through Grief” books sent to families in 

our parish going through the loss of a loved one.  But most of all, pray for our Stephen Ministers and for those 

who we are serving.  And as members of our parish, ask God how He can use you today to refresh the hearts 

of His people.    

 

Closing Story  1-12-2020 

After the Baptism of his baby brother in the church, little Johnny sobbed all the way home in the back seat of 

the car. His father asked him three times what was wrong. Finally, the boy replied, “That priest said he wanted 

us brought up in a Christian home, but I want to stay with you guys.” 


