
 

HOMILY - FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY “A” 12-29-19 

Today’s feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph and the Gospel account we 

heard from Matthew’s Gospel move us away from the peaceful and joyous event of the 

birth of Jesus that we heard in the Gospel of Luke on Christmas. This narration from 

Matthew points out that this holy family was also faced with the unexpected challenges 

of being human. 

The story of the Holy Family is the story of a teenage mother, conceiving a child before 

she was married. It is the story of an anxious father, confronting scandal and planning 

on divorce. It is the story of a family forced into exile, moving to a land that once held 

their ancestors as slaves. It is the story of a missing child and days of anxious searching 

by his parents.  

Matthew’s story in the gospel today of the Holy Family’s flight into Egypt is essentially a 

story of refugees. Matthew states clearly that Joseph was afraid. He feared the 

authorities and worried about his family. The Holy Family was an exhausted family. 

After leaving Egypt, the family feared returning to Bethlehem and settled in Nazareth. 

The shifting, perhaps chaotic early years of Jesus’ life speak of the reality that millions 

unfortunately face and have faced throughout human history. 

I am sure Matthew was not trying to ruin the peaceful story told in Luke’s gospel. The 

Church’s liturgical calendar wants to show us that even though the Christmas season is 

one of bright lights and peaceful scenes – it is also the story of struggle and shadows. 

While we celebrate the birth of child, Emmanuel – “God with us” we also remember the 

tragic slaughter of innocent children ordered by the mad man Herod. Matthew reminds 

us that while we speak of a Holy Family we also speak of a family that struggled and 

suffered, like so many of us do. 

Despite all the obstacles, the Holy Family lived with profound hope. They trusted 

completely in God. They call us to that kind of trust. In our times, the Holy Family stands 

beside us in our worries, our struggles, our uncertainties and our times of doubt. 

The Holy Family understands anxious parents who worry about their families and their 

well-being. The Holy Family understands the fear and confusion of refugees separated 

from those they love and their home lands. The Holy Family offers comfort to the teen-

age mothers and single parents. The Holy Family consoles the outcast, the bullied, the 

homeless and those rejected by society. 

 



 

We might ask ourselves where we can find that kind of peace and trust in God that 

strengthened the Holy Family as they endured so many trials. In Paul’s letter to the 

Corinthians he tells us to put on compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, patience, 

forgiveness and love. I am sure that the Holy Family didn’t always find that easy. They 

had moments where living these virtues seemed difficult or even impossible. 

Nevertheless, they gave themselves fully to God. When we find ourselves overwhelmed 

with family challenges, we need to remember where we look today – to the example of 

the Holy Family. They are our model for living. Despite all the hardships, times of 

anxiety and difficulty, persecution and tragedy, they showed us how to be people of 

faith, people of forgiveness and people of love. 

I want to conclude with this thought as we begin this New Year of 2020. 

When the carols have been stilled, when the star-topped tree is taken down, when 

the family and friends have gone home, when we are back to our schedules – the 

work of Christmas begins: 

To welcome the refugee 

To heal a broken planet 

To feed the hungry 

To build bridges of trust, not walls of fear 

To share our gifts 

To seek justice and peace for all peoples 

To bring Christ’s light to the world 

Closing Story   12-29-19 

A small boy was writing a letter to God about the Christmas presents he badly 

wanted. "I've been good for six months now,” he wrote. But after a moment's 

reflection he crossed out "six months" and wrote "three months." After a pause, that 

was crossed out and he put "two weeks.” There was another pause and that was 

crossed out too. He got up from the table and went over to the nativity scene that 

had the figures of Mary and Joseph. He picked up the figure of Mary, wrapped it 

gently in cloth, and put it in a drawer in his room. He then went back to his writing 

and started again: "Dear God, if ever you want to see your mother again!" 

 


