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This story about Zacchaeus in the Gospel of Luke is told just before Jesus makes his 

final entrance into Jerusalem to suffer and die on the cross. It seems he wants to make 

a clear statement about what his mission has always been about. It is not political, it is 

not about fame. He states clearly, “For the Son of Man has come to seek and to 

save the lost.” Jesus has been making this clear in the last few Sunday Gospels we 

have heard. Like today, Jesus praised another tax collector who was praying in the 

Temple. He healed ten leapers. He had compassion on the poor man Lazarus. He told 

the parable of the lost sheep and the parable of the prodigal son. Jesus was always 

looking for the lost and those rejected by society. 

There is a wonderful story told about Mahatma Gandhi. It was March 1931, Gandhi, 

accompanied by some eight of his closest disciples, had set out to walk two hundred 

miles to the sea in order to defy a government ban which prevented the people from 

taking salt from the sea. It was a symbolic act of defiance, and Gandhi was prepared to 

accept the consequences for his defiance. 

One evening he and his followers arrived at a large and prosperous village. Gandhi was 

well known to be a staunch opponent of the unjust caste system. He was especially 

against the unfair treatment of the “untouchables,” those who belonged to no caste. He 

called it a blot on the soul of India. On arriving at the village he was given a great 

welcome. The head of the village then approached him and invited him to stay in his 

house for the night, where he could bathe, gat a good meal and a decent night sleep. 

Gandhi thanked him but refused the offer. He instead asked: “Where are the 

untouchables? I will stay with them.” And he did, even though his actions shocked the 

village and many respectable citizens. Gandhi was welcomed warmly by the 

untouchables. He touched them. He ate with them and played with their children. He 

called them the “children of God.” The untouchables cried the next morning when he 

left. He had given them hope and especially a sense of their own dignity and worth. 

Gandhi’s action in the village can remind us of Christ’s action in Jericho. Even though 

Zacchaeus was not poor like the untouchables, in one sense he too was an 

untouchable. And he was also poor because he was lost in his riches and in desperate 

need of salvation. And that is why Christ went to stay with him, even though by doing so 

he shocked and scandalized the villagers and their leaders. 

This story challenges us to examine how we judge and treat the Zacchaeus’s and 

untouchables in our life. Do we encounter them or avoid them at all costs? Do we 

suppose that all poor people are poor because they are lazy, that all lawyers and Wall 

Street bankers are corrupt? Do we think that women are less qualified then men or that 



all homosexuals should be ridiculed? Do we join with the crowd in laughing at the 

person in school who is judged a geek or at the new hire at work who has no sense of 

fashion? Do we not only disagree with our political opponents but hate them and wish 

them harm? 

Avoiding these common prejudices in our society is not just a matter of being politically 

correct. It is a part of the Gospel. Today’s first reading from the Book of Wisdom says: 

“God loves all things that exist,” and if that is true, then even as we disagree with 

people, even as we struggle to understand why they act the way that they do, we are 

called by our faith to love them too.  

Hearing today’s Gospel we might ask ourselves to identify who is the Zacchaeus in our 

life? Who is the person or persons that we do not like, the ones with whom we disagree, 

the ones who are easy to ridicule? Once we have identified our Zacchaeus, we are 

asked to bring him or her before the Lord in prayer and ask God to help us to see that 

person as God sees that person. As our Zacchaeus stands before us, we will have to 

decide how we see them and how we will judge them. Will we approach them with 

ridicule or with openness, with rejection or acceptance? When our Zacchaeus comes 

before us, will we stand with the crowd or with Jesus? 

The story of Zacchaeus reminds us also that nothing we have done should be a reason 

that we stop seeking God in our life. It only makes sense that we are stronger if we can 

make that search together. Because then we can as brothers and sisters encourage 

one another to believe that whatever we have done God will never turn us away. We 

can support one another and encourage one another to hold fast to the truth that God is 

always acting to lead us, to guide us and to find any excuse that will allow God to 

welcome us home. 

 

Closing Story   11-3-2019 

Three men worked in the Empire State Building on the 102nd floor. 

One day the elevator was out of service, so they had to walk up to their office. To pass 

the time, they decided that one would sing a song, one would tell a joke, and the third 

would tell a sad story – each taking a turn every floor until they reached the top. 

Finally, as they reached the 100th floor, one man sang his last song. As they reached 

the 101st floor, the second guy told his last joke. As they ascended the flight to the 102nd 

floor, the third man said, “I forgot the key.” 


