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Mark Twain has called kindness a language that “the deaf can hear, and the blind 

can read.” Saint Francis de Sales said it in another way: “A spoon full of honey gets 

more flies than a barrel full of vinegar.” Kindness is in reality a forceful power that 

can save and heal. It is the sensibility to understand another person, sensing the 

burdens which that person must carry, and using our resources and power to ease 

those burdens. 

Jesus acts with kindness in today’s Gospel. In the miraculous cure of the man born 

deaf, Jesus chooses to heal him in a particular way. Two thousand years ago there 

were no cochlear implants, or hearing aids or artificial eardrums. There was not even an 

organized system of sign language. As a result, the deaf were isolated, totally isolated 

even from those who were closest to them. The Gospel does not tell us whether the 

people who brought the man to Jesus for healing were able to communicate to him 

where they were taking him or why. It is not clear whether the man knew of Jesus or his 

ministry. All that is clear was that the man was taken out of his normal surroundings and 

suddenly found himself in the midst of a crowd of strangers. We can imagine he was 

feeling confused and fearful, uncertain of what was about to happen. Jesus knew this. 

Jesus, a man of kindness and compassion, acted in a way to address the needs of the 

man before him. Jesus took him aside, in private, away from the crowd so that the two 

of them could be alone together. At this point the man was perhaps already thinking, 

“Who is this person trying to put me at ease?” Then, because he was aware that words 

were of no use in dealing with this person who could not hear, he employed the sense 

of touch. He gently placed his fingers in the man’s ear and touched his tongue. Jesus 

knew that this man required more than a powerful act of healing. He required privacy, 

sensitivity and a gentle touch. When Jesus sensed this and acted upon it, he was 

treating the man with kindness. He was appreciating what was going on inside another 

person and adapting his own actions to meet that need. 

In a world filled with so much violence, political vendetta, suspicion and racism – we 

need a spoonful of kindness. A smile for the Martin’s checkout cashier, a thank you for 

the person who holds the door for you, a wave to the police officer you pass by, a phone 

call to a shut-in who lives alone, a compliment to the waitress who serves you food, a 

spontaneous hug for your loved one and a vase of flowers for no other reason than you 

appreciate that person. Whether we are at work or play, whether we organize or create, 

whether we advise or guide others, we should not forget to follow the example of Jesus 

in today’s Gospel.  

One afternoon in 2015 a car bomb exploded in a commercial district of Baghdad. Ten 

people were killed and many more were injured. Unfortunately such attacks were very 

common in the Iraqi capital. But there was something unusual that happened that 

afternoon. As the police and medical personnel were cordoning off the area, a man 



appeared in a black suit, his long hair combed back. He unfolded a small chair and sat 

down. Then, in the midst of the smoke and the rubble, he began to play his cello. 

The man was Karim Wasfi. He was the conductor of the Iraqi National Symphony 

Orchestra. He was there that afternoon because he had decided to introduce humanity 

and beauty into the scenes of violence in his city, He said: “There are many people in 

Iraq who would turn every facet of our lives into a war zone. But I choose to turn 

every corner I can into a spot of civility, beauty, and compassion.” As Mr. Wasfi 

played his cello, people stopped and began to listen. Many cried and some prayed. This 

image of beautiful music being performed in a scene of destruction captures at least in 

part the ministry of Jesus. 

Whether it is a musician playing the cello in a scene of devastation or a spoonful of 

honey to someone in need of kindness, we as Christians can choose to bring beauty 

and goodness to situations of suffering and people without hope. And every time we 

take a stand for dignity and love and kindness, we not only lift up others, we also take 

up Jesus’ mission to manifest God’s love to the world. 

 

 

Closing Story       9-9-2018 

There was a woman who went on vacation to Jerusalem with her grouchy husband and 

while they were away the husband passed away and the undertaker told the wife, “You 

can have him shipped home for $5,000, or you can bury him here, in the Holy Land for 

$150.” The woman thought about it and told him she would just have shipped home. 

The undertaker asked, “Why would you spend $5,000 to ship your husband home, 

when it would be wonderful to be buried in the Holy Land and you would only spend 

$150?” The woman replied, “Long ago a man died here, was buried here, and three 

days later he rose from the dead. I just can’t take that chance.” 

 


