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The two miracles narrated in the Gospel today involve two desperate individuals 

reaching out to Jesus. One is an unnamed woman who has suffered for twelve years 

from a hemorrhage that has depleted all her funds and has isolated her from society 

and religious practice. She has no place to turn and as a last resort reaches out and 

touches Jesus. 

The other person is a man named Jairus, a well-known synagogue official whose 12 

year old daughter is seriously ill and close to death. He has heard about Jesus and how 

this good man was curing many people afflicted with various illnesses. Jairus is at wit’s 

end and so why not ask Jesus for help?  

Both of these stories have happy endings, faith and trust in Jesus is rewarded. The little 

girl is restored to life and to the embrace of her father. The woman is cured of her illness 

and she is restored again to participation and acceptance in society and in the 

synagogue. 

I think it is safe to say that many of us have faced unexpected events and 

circumstances where we have reached a point of utter desperation. Like Jairus and the 

woman, we reach out to Jesus. We have exhausted our hopes, we have tried 

everything and we have reached a point where we see no other option. We cry out, 

“Lord, help me!” While deep down we have no doubt God is our savior, our helper and 

our healer, we naturally turn to God more as a problem solver, a Mr. Fix-it, and our 911 

emergency call. But God wants to be more to us than that. 

I am not suggesting that there is something wrong with turning to God when we are 

desperate. As we heard today, people in crisis continually approached Jesus throughout 

his public ministry. We should never feel embarrassed or apologetic about coming to 

the Lord in a time of need. We should never hesitate to cry out to the Lord when we find 

ourselves in crisis. In faith we want to believe that God will hear us and will act. 

The good news of the Gospel is that God loves us. We can diminish our relationship 

with God when we approach God simply as a problem solver, only in time of peril or 

need. God wants to share life with us – all the time! 

How much richer our lives would be if we turned to God not only when we are desperate 

but every day of our lives. How much security and happiness would we have in our lives 

if we turned to God not only when things were in crisis but when things were running 

smoothly and blessings were flowing? If we could begin each day remembering God’s 

love, if we could be conscious of God’s presence as we face each event and each 

person, how much deeper, more thankful, more joyful our lives would be. That kind of 

living is exactly what we need.  

We may not always experience a happy ending to our crisis like we heard in the Gospel 

today. We may not see our cancer cured, we may not see our wayward child turn away 



from the lifestyle that is hurting him or her, we may not see our friend return to the faith, 

or we may not see our financial debt resolve itself. It does not mean we have no faith, it 

does not mean that God does not love us and it does not mean our prayers are not 

effective. If we have an ongoing relationship with God, we will know that we are not 

alone. God will walk with us, he will give us the strength we need, the support of friends 

and the assurance that our faith is not in vain.  

So if you are in dire need, if you are at wit’s end, then by all means call out to God for 

help. To believe that God will hear and help you is central to the Gospel. But do not wait 

until you are in crisis before you turn to God. Take God with you to every moment of 

every day. God is loving you now. Claim that love today. This is what God wants. That 

is what we need. 

 

Closing Story                   7-1-2018 

 

While sport fishing off Melbourne Beach a tourist capsized his boat.  He could swim but 

his fear of alligators kept him clinging to the overturned craft. Spotting a guy standing 

along the shore the tourist shouted, “Are there any gators around here?” “Nah,” the man 

hollered back, There have been no gators for years around here.” Feeling safe the 

tourist started swimming leisurely towards the shore. About half way there he asked he 

guy again, “How did you get rid of the gators?” He said, “We didn’t do nothing, the 

sharks got ’em.” 

 

 


