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This coming Tuesday, all across our great nation, we will be called upon to do our civic 

duty by voting in the mid-term elections. We will be asked to vote for candidates for 

federal, state and local governmental offices. We will be asked to vote on local 

proposals and various bond issues.  

As Catholics we are called to engage in the world, to work towards a society where all 

can “experience the love of God and live out that love.” This call extends to home, 

workplace, community, and even in the political process. On Tuesday, we will have the 

opportunity to engage in the world by participating in the mid-term elections. In order to 

best promote justice, peace and human dignity, as Catholics we should prayerfully 

reflect upon Scripture and the social teachings of the Church before casting our votes. 

Sadly, every day we are experiencing a troubled world. There is so much violence, so 

much division, so much mistrust and so much fear. We all want to see a better world. 

We may have our differences on how to make this a better world but I think we can all 

agree we have a long way to go to make this a better world. 

Jesus gives us the key to a better world when he responds to the scribe’s question, 

“Which is the first of all the commandments?” Jesus responds: “You shall love the 

Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with 

all your strength … you shall love your neighbor as yourself.” By joining these two 

commandments from Deuteronomy and Leviticus together, Jesus seems to be saying 

neither can stand alone. In other words, we can’t love our neighbor without loving God 

and we cannot love God without loving our neighbor.  

Why is it impossible to love God without loving our neighbor? The answer is simple. 

Unless we are willing to love our neighbor, unless we are willing to give ourselves in 

service to those in need, unless we are willing to reach out in generosity and sacrifice to 

others, our love of God becomes hypocrisy. If we are unable to love those around us, 

our prayer to God and our love of God is empty. If we are unwilling to give of ourselves 

to others, then our love of God is merely a matter of words or pious practices. It might 

make us feel good, but it has no substance. It is not based on reality. The first letter of 

John tells us that those who say they love God but hate their brothers and sisters are 

liars. Because how could they say they love God who they cannot see and at the same 

time refuse to love their brothers and sisters who they do see? Love of God without love 

of neighbor is empty. 

Why is love of neighbor without love of God deficient? Why do we need to love God if 

we are truly going to love our neighbor? The answer is this – love of God gives us the 

freedom to love others even when it is difficult, even when it is not practical. It is easy to 

love those who love us in return, but how can we love those who hurt us, disagree with 

us, our enemies? We cannot love them for their sake, but we can love them for God’s 

sake. We can love them because we love God. Why would go to visit your grandmother 

with Alzheimer’s? She does not even know who you are. You do not go to visit her for 

her sake; you visit her for God’s sake. It is your love of God that motivates you to visit 

even when she cannot realize you are there.  



The love of God gives us the ability to love others, even when that love is not 

reciprocated. Our Jewish brothers and sisters call this kind of loving “mitzvah.” It means 

“it is commanded.” We do it because God expects it of us, and we love the God who 

loves us. This kind of loving is free. It is free from the limitations of strategies, the 

limitations of success. We love because God asks us to love, and that love is without 

any strings attached. 

As we go to vote Tuesday, I pray we will ask ourselves how the candidates we vote for, 

the policies they support, reflect the great commandment: to love God and to love our 

neighbor? Only when our world returns to living these great commandments will we end 

the violence, division, mistrust and fear that separates us. And as you approach your 

voting place, seriously ask “how would Jesus vote?” 

 

Closing Story: 

Sometimes a pastor needs to get humble, so I thought you would enjoy this: 

 Good News and Bad News for Pastor. 

 

The good news: The Woman’s Club voted to send him a get well card. 

The bad news: The vote passed 31 to 30. 

 

The good news: The Parish Council accepted the pastor’s job description the way he wrote it.  

The bad news: They were so inspired by what it said that they are asking the bishop for a priest 

capable of filling that position. 

 

The good news: The Finance Council finally voted to add more church parking. 

The bad news: They want to blacktop the front lawn of the rectory. 

 

The good news: The church attendance rose dramatically over the past three weeks. 

The bad news: The pastor was on vacation. 

 

The good news:  The Church Youth Group came to the rectory for a visit. 

The bad news: It was in the middle of the night and they brought toilet paper and shaving 

cream. 

 

You need to be humbled.  

Please pray for our mission as we go to El Salvador we appreciate your prayers very, very 

much.   


