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After hearing this Gospel, you might think that Jesus was condemning those who have 

much wealth and possessions. But I think Jesus may have been talking more about 

making choices and moving out of our comfort zone. 

There is no doubt the man we hear about in the Gospel was idealistic and sincere. He 

went out of his way to seek Jesus and to ask him a question that was on his mind: 

“What must I do to inherit eternal life?” When Jesus reminds him about the 

importance of keeping the commandments, the curious man proudly confesses that he 

has observed them faithfully. Jesus is pleased by his honesty and he looks at him with 

deep affection.  

Up to this point in the Gospel there is no mention that the man was rich and was 

blessed with many possessions. We can only assume that the man was well known as 

coming from a wealthy background or his dress and comportment indicated his upper 

class status in the community. Whatever the case, Jesus recognizes that he is well off 

and living a very comfortable life. So Jesus makes an attempt to build on the man’s 

sincerity and to challenge his idealism. He asks the man: “Go sell what you have, and 

give to the poor and you will have treasure in heaven, then come, follow me.” 

The Gospel tells us the man left because he had many possessions. We do not know 

what those possessions were, but whatever they were, the man put them before what 

Jesus was offering. He could not step away from his comfort zone. It is the only 

personal invitation we see Jesus offer in the Gospels that is refused.  

It is important to note that the man committed no sin by refusing to part with his many 

possessions and not following Jesus more closely. God desires a close, personal 

relationship with each of us but never demands or forces it. He invites us to that deep 

relationship. Wealth in itself is not evil. If it were, Jesus would have directed the man to 

destroy his possessions, not give them to others who would in turn be corrupted. Jesus’ 

injunction to give the proceeds to the poor points to a proper use of wealth that may 

suggest the man was less than generous with his money and unconcerned over the 

needs of others less fortunate than himself. 

In many ways Peter is like the rich man in the Gospel. The rich man kept the 

commandments very faithfully and was convinced that would be enough and that is why 

he walked away. Peter too feels confident of his “goodness” before God when he says: 

“We have given up everything and followed you.” What more do you want? 

It is easy for all of us to feel and act like the rich man and the apostle Peter. As a priest I 

might think I am doing enough. After all I have served the Church for 44 years as a 

priest, I have chosen to live celibate, I prepare my homilies, I am available to administer 

all the sacraments, I oversee the pastoral and administrative needs of the parish and I 

make myself available 24-7. I have given up everything. Jesus would say: you can do 

more if you move out of your comfort zone. A husband and a wife can say that they do 



enough. They work at difficult jobs, they provide all the necessary material and 

emotional needs of the household, and they love and nurture their children and provide 

them security. Haven’t they given up enough? Jesus would say: you can do more if you 

move out of your comfort zone. Children can say they are obedient to their parents, they 

study hard and they do their chores and care for the pets. Isn’t that enough? Jesus 

would say: you can do more if you move out of your comfort zone. Our parish could say 

it has provided a wonderful staff, a beautiful worship space, a welcoming social hall, a 

balanced budget, and a welcoming environment. What more can we do? Jesus would 

say: you can do more if you move out of your comfort zone. 

That is the challenge of the Gospel today, the willingness to move out of our comfort 

zone and to do more than just the minimum. Jesus gave us all he had – even to his 

death on the cross. Richard Rohr crystallized this thought in a beautiful saying: 

“Sometimes the greatest obstacle to the next good thing that God wants to give 

us is the good thing we already possess.” 
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There was an elderly man who bought a lottery ticket and won a million dollars. His 

children found out about this before he did. They were afraid to tell him because he had 

a very weak heart and they feared that the shock would kill him. So they went to the 

parish priest who was a close friend of their fathers to seek advice. The priest said don’t 

worry I’ll take care of this, I’ll test the waters.” So he went to his old friend and they sat 

down and had a drink together and in the middle of the conversation, the priest said, 

“Frank, I have often wondered what you would do if you won a million dollars?”  Without 

a moment’s hesitation the man said, “I would give it all to the church.”  

And the priest dropped dead from a heart attack.  

 


