
Homily October 27 2018 
 
Along a quiet street in Pittsburgh, in a Synagogue where people were gathered for 
worship, our nation is once again dealing with another act of senseless violence 
and hatred. Innocent people were cruelly murdered and injured while peacefully 
at prayer.  
 
Earlier in the week a sick individual terrorized several prominent political figures 
and communities with potentially destructive devices. For days, innocent people 
were living in fear and uncertainty.  
 
While not making the headlines, all over our country every day there are 
thousands of acts of violence committed. People are being killed, homes and 
businesses are being robbed, drugs and alcohol are being abused and gangs are 
growing.  
 
In the Gospel we heard the cry of Bartimaeus: "Son of David, have pity on me." I 
think most of us are crying out in our hearts, "Lord, have mercy on us.” What is 
going on? Why in a country where we claim to be "One Nation Under God" is 
there so much hatred and violence? We have seen this violence in our schools 
where innocent children and teachers were killed. We have seen it at a night club 
where people were killed because of their sexual identity. We have seen violence 
at a concert where people were killed like animals from a perch high on a hotel 
overlooking the concert area. We have seen it in a church in the south where 
people of color were killed because they were black. 
 
We should be angry and we should be concerned. But we should also be asking 
ourselves, why is this happening? In one sense, we need to recognize that our 
society has in many ways validated violence. The more graphic and gory the 
violence is in a movie, the more popular and viewed the film is. There are so many 
of our children who spend hours and hours playing games that glorify and reward 
acts of violence - games bought and paid for by their parents. Young people in 
gangs are moved up in the leadership of gangs by acts of violence. Hate groups 
teach and promote violence against races, religions, gays and immigrants. Our 
newspapers, our broadcast media, and our social media are filled with stories of 
violence.  
 



In the midst of these never-ending acts of violence we need to turn back to basic 
Christian values. We need to recognize that we have all been created by one God. 
We are brothers and sisters walking together in a troubled and confused world. 
We cannot count on our politicians to change this violent world. We cannot count 
on laws and legislation to make us a more peaceful world. We must look into our 
hearts and root out all hate and prejudice. We must go back to obeying the 
commandments and living the commandment of loving God and our neighbor.  
 
Please join me in a moment of silence for the victims in Pittsburgh and for all the 
victims of violence everywhere in the world. Also, we will join in singing "Let there 
be peace on earth."  
 
 
 
 

Closing Story    10-27-18 

There were two pirates, Monte and Sol and they meet in a bar. Sol has a patch 

over one eye, a hook for a hand and a wooden peg leg. “Yi gads mate,” said 

Monte, “What happened to you?” And Sol said, “My ship was attacked and a 

cannon ball lopped off my leg, so now I got me a wooden peg.” “And your hand?” 

asked Monte. “When my ship sank, a shark bit me and bit me hand off, so now I 

got me a hook.” “Ok, but what’s with the eye patch?”  He said, “I got a piece of 

dirt in my eye, so now I am blind in that eye.” “But a person don’t go blind from a 

tiny piece of dirt.” “True,” said Sol, “But it was my first day with the hook.” 

 

 


