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Today, on this feast of All Saints, we as a Catholic family can 

honor those men and women who have served God faithfully 

and have shown us the many ways we can live out our 

baptismal call. Many people have a false idea of what a saint is. 

For them saints are people who have never committed a sin in 

all their lives. People who were always shinning with virtue, 

strong willed, humble, pure, who never lost patience, and who 

never thought of themselves but always of God and others. But 

this is a fallacy. It implies that the saints were saints from the 

cradle onwards. In other words, that the saints were born 

saints. But the saints were not born saints. They became saints. 

They underwent a conversion – a change of heart which 

resulted in a change of life. This change did not happen 

overnight, but was the result of a long and painful struggle. 

What a marvelous variety are the saints! They are men and 

women, young and old. They come from all nations and all 

races. They speak all languages. They are teachers, preachers, 

artists, workers, parents, priests, religious, deacons, apostles, 

missionaries, musicians and monks. And each one shared two 

things: their love of God and their love of neighbor. 

Some of the saints struggled on their path to sainthood. Think 

of Saint Paul, Saint Augustine, and Saint Catherine of Siena. 



Some were great teachers who helped in the understanding of 

our faith. Think of Saint Thomas Aquinas, Saint Basil, Saint 

Jerome and Saint Teresa of Avila. Some were dedicated to the 

poorest of the poor. Think of Saint Martin de Porres, Saint 

Vincent de Paul, Saint Teresa of Calcutta and Saint Francis of 

Assisi. Some were dedicated to the education of youth. Think of 

Saint John Bosco and Saint Ignatius. There are many young 

saints. Think of Saint Dominic Savio and Saint Kateri. There are 

martyrs for their faith and martyrs for peace and justice. Some 

lived in our own time – Saint John Paul II and Saint John XXlll. 

The saints were people who believed the Good News of God’s 

unconditional love, and who began to return his love, and 

found their lives changed, not overnight, but through a gradual 

process of growth which didn’t rule out further falls. 

Yes, we have a wonderful Catholic family! We can feel proud of 

our past and of our ancestors. We are not a perfect church but 

the saints teach us that God can transform us and make us 

saintly. We need only to look to the saints and know that is 

true.  


