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   There is a story told about an old man who approached the great nineteenth century 
artist, Daniel Gabriel Rossetti. He brought his portfolio of sketches and asked the great 
artist to evaluate them. Rossetti agreed, and he carefully looked through the old man’s 
portfolio. Then he closed it, and gently but firmly informed the old man that the pictures 
had little value. The old man was discouraged, but he asked Rossetti one more favor. 
He said, “Would you look at a set of drawings done by a young student because I would 
like to have them evaluated as well.” Rossetti agreed, and he began to go through the 
second portfolio. As he did so he grew in enthusiasm. “These are excellent,” he said. 
“They show real promise. This student should be encouraged. Who is he? Is he your 
son?” “No” the old man said sadly. “These are my pictures which I drew forty years ago. 
I only wished that I could have heard your affirmation then, because without it I gave 
into discouragement. I gave up too soon.”  

   We all have gifts and talents. There are no ungifted people. There is no person here 
in this church today who does not have some talent given by God. As Catholics, we 
often do not know how to affirm ourselves. If I were to ask you to tell me some positive 
qualities about yourself, there would most likely be a delayed pause and a very short 
response. If I were to ask you to say something about your negative qualities, the 
response would be quick and much longer. It seems to be in our Catholic DNA. I would 
wager that the majority of us would say, “This parable tells us that God will punish us if 
we do not use our talents.” But if we look at the parable closely – there is more 
affirmation than there is judgement. The master in the parable stands in the place of 
God. Therefore, this parable is telling us that God affirms us. God is pleased with us. 
God takes delight in the way that we use the talents that have been given to us. If God 
is affirming us, how important it is that we take that affirmation. For you see, affirmation 
is power. Affirmation can change us. It causes us to grow. Just look at the way that the 
servants grow in the parable as they are affirmed by their master. They once were 
capable of a few things, but now they are trusted with more. They once were unsure, 
but now they are confident and enter into the master’s joy. 

   Because God is affirming us, we must let that affirmation in. It is too easy to look at 
the negative parts of our life, our failures. But there is no power in our failure. The power 
comes from accepting God’s affirmation and love. God is affirming us every moment of 
our lives. God is saying to us: ”Well done, good and trustworthy servant. You are a good 
parent. You are a good spouse. You are a good grandmother, a good sister and a good 
parishioner. You have used your talents generously, faithfully, and creatively. You have 
been strong and a support to others.” 

   Several years ago as a young priest, I was working in a predominately 
African-American parish in Oakland, California. It was a small parish but a faith 
community that was fully alive. At the front entrance of the church there was a large 
message board full of pictures. Under each picture there was a typed note describing 
what they saw as their talent and how they saw themselves as a minister. The talents 
were across a wide spectrum – prayer, ushering, and reading at Mass, Eucharistic 
ministers, cleaning the church, taking care of an aging relative, tutoring, community 
service and many other activities. No matter how different these talents were, these 



good people offered their talent to the service of the community.  

   As I enter my fifth month as your new pastor, I want to affirm the many wonderful 
talents I have seen in this community. Your love and care for your parish is evident in so 
many ways. I thank all of you who have not buried your treasure and talent but have 
invested it in service to your parish and community. No talent is insignificant. When we 
all give a little, a great deal can be achieved. Do not be afraid to invest talents. If you do 
they will bless you and bless others, and you will hear the words that were heard by the 
servants in today’s Gospel. “Well done good and faithful servant. Come, enter my 
master’s joy.” 

 

Closing Story 

A man arrives one day just outside the Pearly Gates. St. Peter explains to him that it is 
not that easy to get into Heaven. He has to meet some criteria. And so St. Peter asks 
him, “Were you a church goer?” And the guy answers, “Umm, No.” And St. Peter tells 
him, “That’s not a good answer.” “Were you generous giving money to the poor and to 
charities?” The man says, “No.”  “That is not good again,” says St. Peter. “Did you do 
any good deeds such as helping your neighbor?” Again the man says, “No.”  Peter is 
becoming quite concerned and exasperated. Peter says, “Look, everybody does 
something nice sometime…work with me, I’m trying to help you, think.” So the man 
thinks for a minute and then he says, “Well, I did help this old lady once. I came out of a 
store and I saw a dozen Hells Angels had taken her purse and were shoving her 
around. I threw my bag down and got the purse back to her and then I called the biggest 
biker a coward and I spit in his face.” St. Peter was impressed! “When did that happen?” 
he asked. And the guy says, “Oh, about fifteen minutes ago.“ 

 


