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   Whenever I preach, my intent and my obligation are to always preach 

good news – the Good News of Jesus. But that does not mean I should 

close my eyes to the evil that totally contradicts the way Jesus calls us to 

live. Today’s parable we just heard proclaimed describes a frightening 

pattern that is present in our world today, the pattern of escalating violence. 

   This past week our nation was shocked once again as we witnessed the 

senseless slaughter of innocent victims in Las Vegas. While out enjoying a 

concert, an angry and despicable act of violence took the lives of more than 

fifty individuals and left over 500 wounded and scarred for life. We are all 

one in our feelings of anger, confusion, shock and disbelief that such a 

horrific act could be carried out by one individual. How could anyone hate 

so much and plan such a horrific act?  

   We have seen these senseless acts of violence way too often. How 

have we reached the point in our society where violence and hatred are an 

everyday event? Each day people die from violent acts on our city streets. 

In other parts of the world thousands die from acts of terrorism, drug 

violence, gang wars and people losing their lives because of unjust 

systems that lead to starvation and inhuman living conditions. 

   As Christians, as disciples of good news, we should never get to a point 

where we become insensitive and silent. We must proclaim with all our 

efforts that all human life is precious. We must never stop in our 

commitment to dream, imagine and give our lives in trying to create an 

environment where violence, hatred, fear and injustice will have no place in 

our society. 

   As the people of God, we must not permit the tragic events in Las Vegas 

to destroy the fundamental truth that all life is precious. We are all one in 

Jesus Christ. All human life has value. It is our Christian duty to never 

respond to violence with more violence. We must refuse to be violent 

people in our family, our workplace and in our relationships. 

   We may never know for sure what motivated this horrible act of 



violence. But what we saw was that evil did not have the final word. Instead 

we saw strangers helping strangers, first responders rushing in to help in 

the midst of gunfire, people using their trucks and cars to rush injured to 

hospitals, and people rushing to give blood. Love won after all.  

If we can take any message away from this tragedy, maybe it is this. Never 

take for granted the people you love. So many in Las Vegas never got the 

chance to say once more; “I love you” to their spouse or child or parent. 

Make sure tonight you speak those words to those you love. Love wins. 

Closing Story 

   There was a little seven-year-old boy, and he was with his mother. They 

were going up Freeway 94 and they got caught in the fast lane. All those 

people going back to Chicago were speeding along. She was almost 15 

miles over the 70 mph mark - going about 85 miles per hour. And so finally 

she realized that wasn’t going to be safe so she pulled off into the slower 

lane and went a few feet, and all of a sudden there were flashing red lights 

right behind her. So she pulls over. The officer walks up to her and says, 

“Ma’am, do you know why I stopped you?” 

   The little boy in the back says, “I do! You couldn’t catch any of those 

other guys!” 

 

 

 


