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In today’s Gospel Jesus speaks about something that is very difficult for us 

humans. He talks about forgiveness. He is responding to a question asked by 

Peter, “Lord, if my brother sins against me, how often must I forgive him, seven 

times?” Jesus’ answer goes way beyond what Peter was expecting. Jesus says we 

must forgive seventy-seven times. In biblical math, according to Jesus, we must 

always forgive. Talk about a high standard!  

The parable that followed Jesus’ response to Peter’s question ends on a 

down note. “Then in anger his master handed him over to the torturers until he 

should pay back the whole debt. So will my heavenly Father do to you, unless 

each of you forgives your brother from your heart.” What is that all about? That 

certainly doesn’t sound like a compassionate and understanding God.  

As harsh as that sounds, Jesus could really be talking about the interior 

torture that is self-imposed when we fail to forgive. Holding on to hate and 

revenge, we will live in torment.  We will never recover until we forgive.  

But we must be clear about forgiveness and what it is not. It does not mean 

that everything will go away and be fine once you say the magic words, I forgive 

you. It is not about making excuses for another to justify bad and hurtful behavior 

toward you. It is especially not putting yourself back in a situation where you can 

be hurt again. Sometimes the best policy is to break off contact completely with 

the person who has hurt you.  

Forgiveness does not require anyone to “tolerate” someone’s sin. Care 

must be taken that “codependents” do not use forgiveness to justify living with 

dysfunctional or harmful behavior. Christianity does not teach that a person 

should never suffer the consequences of their bad behavior. When Jesus says to 

“turn the other cheek” he does not tell us to tolerate sinful, harmful, or 

dysfunctional behavior. Forgiveness is a process, forgiveness takes time.  

Being Christian is not for the fainthearted. Forgiveness does not come 

easily. It is hard for the human heart to forgive, especially when we are hurt by 

someone we love. Forgiveness does not show weakness but rather strength and 



power. It enables us to stop reacting and to take control of ourselves. In fact, 

forgiveness does more good for us than for the one we forgive because it sets us 

free. 

How can we begin to forgive another? The Lord says, “Pray for those who 

persecute you.” Prayer transforms us from being a victim into becoming an 

intercessor. We can start to see people who have done us wrong in a new light, as 

individuals themselves in need of healing. To start the process of forgiveness, 

praying for the other is always a good place to start. 

A second step is to pray for ourselves. Christ’s sacrifice on the cross is the 

source of a great, huge river of forgiveness. At each Mass we can ask the Lord to 

irrigate the hard desert of our soul with His waters of forgiveness, to enable us to 

forgive and to be set free. 

A third step is to look to the future and not dwell on the past. We all have 

hurts from the past, traumas we have endured. Forgiveness comes as we look 

forward to what can be in our life and not to what was. As the Book of Sirach says 

in today’s first reading, “Remember your last days; set enmity aside; remember 

death and decay and cease from sin.” In other words, life is short. We all need to 

look to our future with the Lord. 

We should forgive, we need to forgive; we can forgive because forgiveness 

releases our soul from spiritual paralysis and makes room for God’s grace and will 

in our life. Forgiveness is the spiritual surgery that brings healing.  

 

Closing Story 

There was an old Christian farmer who decided one day to come into the 

big city, so he went into Edwardsburg, and found a nice little restaurant and made 

his order and got his food. Then he bowed his head very reverently and began to 

pray in thanksgiving. There were a couple of wise-guys over in the corner and 

they looked at him and said, “Let’s have some fun with this guy.” One of them 

went over and said, “Sir,” he says, “does everybody where you live do what you 



just did?” And he says, “No, son, the pigs don’t!” 


