
 HOMILY – TRANSFIGURATION    8-6-17 

Each of the evangelists narrates the call of the apostles and disciples to 

come and follow Jesus. Events began to happen rapidly. They left behind 

families and jobs. They left the comfort of familiar surroundings and walked with 

Jesus into new and different places. They were challenged by the new teachings 

of this dynamic preacher. They were exhilarated by the miracles they witnessed 

and the powers they received to drive out demons. And then Jesus had to ruin 

everything. He told his followers: “I must go to Jerusalem and suffer greatly from 

the elders, the chief priests and the scribes, and be killed.”  As you can imagine, 

this did not go over big with Peter or the other Apostles. “God forbid, Lord! No 

such thing shall ever happen to you.”  

Jesus was a wise leader. He knew that this revelation had caused concern 

among his followers. He also knew that there would be many difficult times 

ahead as they began their final journey toward Jerusalem. And so he decided 

that a “time out” was in order. He took his band of apostles and climbed a hill in 

order to escape the crowds and the feverish activity. They needed to refocus and 

to process this latest revelation about what Jesus was to face very soon.  

While they were on the mountain, the disciples were given a glimpse of the 

divinity of Jesus. But little did they know that they were also going to get a 

reminder of who they were. They heard the voice from above proclaiming: “This 

is my beloved Son”. These words revealed Jesus’ connectedness to the Father. 

They speak of the intimate, unbreakable bond of love that exists between Jesus 

and the Father. Jesus is God’s beloved Son, and we who are baptized into Jesus 

are truly God’s beloved daughters and sons as well. We who are baptized also 

participate in the intimate union of love that exists between the Father and the 

Son. This is the Good News revealed on Mount Tabor. This is what we must hear 

and believe in.  We must never forget our status as beloved sons and daughters 

of God. The minute that we begin to substitute some other identity in place of our 

identity as beloved children of God, the good news vanishes.  

 If we instead see ourselves only as sinners, as victims, as unlovable, as 

flawed, as unworthy, the power of the Gospel is lost to us. Do we sin? Are we 

flawed? Is there a real sense that we are unworthy of the tremendous love that 

God showers on us? Of course! But despite all those flaws, we remain chosen 

and beloved children of God. It is only by claiming our true identity that we find 

the power to turn away from sin, the power to heal our hearts, the power to claim 



the dignity that God has so freely given us. 

Richard Rohr, a spiritual writer, once told a story about his childhood. He 

told about an elderly man, Mr. Brown, who was very protective of his property. 

He built a fence around his yard. He told all the children of the neighborhood to 

stay away from his apple orchard which was his prize possession. One day 

Richard and his friends climbed over the fence and stole as many apples as they 

could from the orchard. Mr. Brown saw them and came after them. They all 

escaped except Richard who Mr. Brown collared and dragged back to Richard’s 

home. He rang the doorbell and Richard’s mom answered. Mr. Brown 

immediately demanded, “Your son stole apples from my yard and he must be 

punished.” Mrs. Rohr said: “Mr. Brown, I am sorry. I’ve told Richard many times 

to stay out of your yard. He has done what is wrong, and I will punish him.” 

Mr. Brown was not satisfied: “What punishment will you give him? I want 

you to tell me.” Again, Mrs. Rohr explained, “I will punish him. I will take care of it. 

Now have a good day.” Mr. Brown once again spoke, Mrs. Rohr, I don’t think you 

are taking this serious enough. You are forgetting that Richard did something that 

was wrong”. Mrs. Rohr finally said: Mr. Brown, I told you I will take care of it. I will 

punish him. But I cannot see Richard as you do. You are forgetting that Richard 

is my son.” 

Richard Rohr suggests that this is how God looks at us. God never forgets 

who we are – his own beloved children. For all of our faults and failings, God 

continues to look at us with love. When the voice from heaven says: “Listen to 

him”, we must never forget who we are. So when we become discouraged, when 

we find ourselves losing hope because of our faults, because of our inability to be 

as patient or as generous as we would like, because of our inclination to be 

judgmental of others, remember: God loves us with the same love that God loves 

Jesus. When things are going wrong, when we cannot find a way out, when we 

are beginning to think God is punishing us, remember: God is not about 

punishing us. God is about loving us with a love that never ends. When we 

become overwhelmed with grief, with sickness, with an emptiness that will not let 

us go, remember: God’s love for us is everlasting.  

We are not one among many people. Our dreams and our needs are 

always before God’s face. Jesus himself assures us, “You are God’s favored 

daughter, God’s beloved son.” Listen to him. 



 

Closing story 

There was an usher waiting at the door of the church. An older lady comes 

to the door and it seems like she needs help to be seated so he escorts her and 

says, “Where would you want to sit?”  She says, “I want to sit in the very front 

row.” When he got about half way down he said, “Are you sure? This pastor is a 

pretty boring speaker. If you sit up front you may fall asleep up there and he’ll get 

mad at you.” And she says, “No, I want to sit up front.”  She gets in the very front 

row and she turns to the usher and says, “Do you know who I am?” The usher 

says, “No.” She says, “I’m the mother of the pastor.” And the usher all of a 

sudden, turning red, looks at her and says, “Do you know who I am?” and she 

says, “No.” He says, “Good!” and he runs to the back of the church. 

 

 


