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Here we go again! Like in last week’s Gospel, two religious factions who have 

divergent views and do not like each other join forces to trap Jesus. They ask 

him: “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest”? Keep in mind 

that there were 613 laws to be observed by faithful Jews. This was not an 

innocent question; it had been debated for a couple of centuries before Christ. So 

the Pharisees and the Sadducees felt they had Jesus in a bind. If he picked one 

commandment from the rest as the greatest, the Pharisees would accuse him of 

downgrading the overall Torah which was Moses’ final teaching and legacy. If he 

replied that all were of equal importance, the Sadducees would argue he lacked 

common sense and was placing the ordinary person in an impossible situation. 

Jesus escapes brilliantly, however, with not one but two commandments from the 

Torah. The first is from Deuteronomy: “You shall love the Lord your God with all 

your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.” The second is from 

Leviticus: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 

If we truly love God above all things, we will do nothing willingly to offend him and 

so will keep all the laws directed toward God. And if we truly love our neighbors, 

we will do nothing willingly to offend them. In so doing, we will keep all of the 

other commandments, which are directed towards our neighbor. 

Someone who has way too much time on their agenda might do a Google search 

on the word “love.” I have been told they would find 54,700,000 sites. If you have 

time, check it out! I am also told that “hate” has only 6,400,000 hits.  

Isn’t it sad that what makes up the majority of the headlines in the press and on 

television and radio is usually news about hate? We are bombarded with stories 

of political infighting, celebrity scandals, international acts of terrorism, murders, 

violent protests and racial mistrust and unrest. I have often wondered if we were 

visited by some life form from another planet and they wanted to know what kind 

of creatures we earthlings are and what if their only resource to learn about us 

was the media. I am afraid they would have a very negative opinion about us. 

Does all this negative news really define who we are as humans? I certainly hope 

not. We cannot deny that there is evil in our world. But there is also so much 

good that surrounds us. I want to believe that the commandment of love of God 

and love of neighbor defines us. “They will know we are Christians by our love.”  



There is a remarkable quotation that was written by a Greek philosopher living in 

Athens in 125 B.C. His name was Aristides and he was not a Christian. But he 

wrote a letter to the emperor Hadrian describing the Christians in the city of 

Athens. He wrote: “Christians love one another. They never fail to help 

widows. They save orphans from those who would hurt them. If one of 

them has something, he gives freely to the one who has nothing without 

boasting. If they see a stranger, Christians take him home and are happy as 

though they were a real brother. And if they hear that one of them is in jail 

or persecuted for professing the name of their redeemer, they all give him 

what he needs and if possible to redeem him, they set him free. And if there 

is among them any poor or naked, if they have no spare food, they fast for 

two or three days in order to supply the needy. Truly, this is a new people 

and there is something divine in them.” 

What if WNDU out of South Bend came to our parish to do a story about our faith 

community? Would the headline be: “they love God above all and their 

neighbor as their self?” If that is not the headline, then I guess we have some 

work to do. 

 

Concluding Story  

There was a small city, let’s call it Edwardsburg ok, and there was a drought, a 

serious drought. It hadn’t rained for a long, long time and so all the farmers in the 

area were really panicking about their crop and whether it would be destroyed 

and so one of the local pastors did a special prayer at the service for rain. He told 

his people I want you to go home all week and have faith.  Pray that we get 

some rain here. And so the week went by and the people came back to church 

and it hadn’t rained. The pastor looked at the congregation and he said, “You 

have very little faith.”  They were kind of upset by that. “What do you mean we 

don’t have any faith?”  And he said, “Well, where are your umbrellas this 

morning?” 

 


