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“My enemy’s enemy is my friend”. This famous expression is clearly illustrated in 

today’s Gospel. Two divergent groups come together and form an alliance against 

Jesus. These two groups don’t like each other and they especially don’t like Jesus. The 

Pharisees and Herodians were bitter enemies and very unusual allies. The Pharisees 

were religious zealots. They strove to observe the Mosaic Law perfectly. They were also 

ardent nationalists who wanted complete independence for the Jewish people. The 

Herodians on the other hand were avowed secularists and unabashed Roman 

sympathizers. They cared not a whit about God or religion and openly collaborated with 

Rome. The Pharisees wanted to depose Rome; the Herodians sought to promote 

Rome.  

The conspiracy against Jesus unfolds! They sarcastically ask Jesus whether it is lawful 

to pay the census tax to Cesar or not? It is one of those questions where “you are darn 

if you do and darn if you don’t”. The question was a loaded one. If Jesus said, “Pay 

the lousy tax,” the Pharisees would brand him a traitor to the Jewish people. They would 

report to the people that Jesus was breaking Mosaic Law, collaborating with the pagan 

Roman Empire, and even supporting emperor worship. If the Lord said, “no way Jose,” 

the Herodians would label Him a traitor to Rome. They would report to the Romans that 

Jesus was breaking civil law and stirring up unrest. Jesus masterfully escapes this 

seemingly inescapable dilemma by simply asking for a coin. In doing so, he indicates 

that he carries no Roman coins and so is not committing any idolatrous act or abetting 

the Roman system. When his opponents dig into their pockets and pull out a Roman 

coin, however, they expose their own hypocrisy. They are carrying about in their own 

pockets the very engraved images they claim to be idolatrous. And in so doing they are 

participating in the Roman system they allege is oppressive.  

“Then repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God.” 

What do these words have to say to us today? Or to put it another way, what does it 

mean to be Church in our modern society? As Christians we live in the world. We must 

be good citizens. We must be active in doing all we can to make our society a just and 

free society. That means we should be active in the political process by voting and 

educating ourselves on all the issues of the day. We should not be afraid to exercise our 

right to protest against unjust laws or systems. And we also have the duty to respect the 

rights of others. 

At the same time we have the right to live and practice our faith openly and freely. We 

have the obligation to speak out against policies that are totally contrary to the 

teachings of Jesus. As Christians we must be a voice for the poor, those who are 

discriminated against, and those who are voiceless. We also have the obligation to 

respect those of other faiths and traditions. We must be open to dialogue with those 



whom we might not agree with.  

In our modern society where there are so many voices coming at it from multiple forms 

of social media, the voice of Jesus must not be drowned out. Each one of us, followers 

and Disciples of Christ, must be God’s microphone, God’s e-mail, God’s Facebook, 

God’s Tweeter, God’s Instagram. Each one of us has to be a messenger, a prophet. 

The voice of the Church will always be heard and be a voice in secular society as long 

as there is someone who has been baptized and lives out his or her baptismal call. 

Wherever there is someone who has been baptized and wears his or her baptismal 

garment openly, there the Church will be. There is where a prophet is. This is where we 

have to say something in the name of the truth. We must not hide the talent that God 

gave us on the day of our baptism and we must truly live the beauty and responsibility 

of being a prophetic people.  

 

 

 

Story 

 

There was a man whose car broke down and he was trying to get home quick, so he 

said the best way to get home was to go through the cemetery. So he was walking and 

he fell into a hole and was in there quite a while. A little while later a man who had been 

out drinking came by and he could hear somebody shouting, “It’s cold in here! Help! It’s 

cold in here, Help!” 

 

So the inebriated man got over there, he looks down there and starts throwing dirt on 

top of the guy. And he says, “You know, it’s no wonder you’re cold. You keep kicking 

the dirt off yourself!” 

 


